WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT /V& P

Complimentary copies of the
Wildlife Management News
provided by ”

ﬂ¢y daughter, Liz, pointed out to me that the security
gate at Dr. Kroll's Research Center in Nacogdo-

ches, Texas, looks like a setting from the movie Juras-
sic Park. Although there are no dinosaurs, there are
without a doubt a few monsters — monster Whitetails of
course!

This was my fourth tour of Dr. Kroll’s center and | can
honestly say that each opportunity has been a unique
and eye-opening experience. Each year's new prod-
ucts and research are featured here in early March at
the Field Days. It is common knowledge that Dr. Deer’s
facility is referred to as being like the UL testing ground
for deer-related products. This years attending spon-
sors included Bob Wallace from Realtree Nursery with
his Dunston Chestnuts, Brian Hicks from Trophy Totes,
Scott Farr with Skunk Fusion, Chris Hood from Golden
Valley Enterprises, Chuck Cashdollar with South Texas
Tripods and Feeders, and Boss Buck represented by
Tom Bayer.

At the oat plot staging area on page 2, Dr. Kroll and
John Butler (founder of Buck Forage Products) point
out the aggressive growth of the new variety of oat that
was introduced last year. These are the “Buck” variety
that is the most cold-tolerant of any forage oat. The

DR. KROLL SHOWS US A RECORD CLASS WHITETAIL RACK
FROM HIS FACILITY.
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THIS NEWSLETTER IS A QUARTERLY PUBLICATION.
YOU CAN SUBSCRIBE TO WMNEWS BY USING THE FORM ON PAGE 21.

large aggressive root system’s “tillers” can be easily
seen to be far superior to the Jerry Oat.

The chicory enclosure on page 2 could be called “the
last chicory plant standing.” This enclosed area is where
Dr. Kroll tested 128 of the known chicory varieties that
come up with the best variety that would pass the test
for hardiness, nutrition and deer desirability. ( >

Bob Wallace of Realtree Nursery demonstrate

JIM KUNTZ, CFD SALES MANAGER FROM SOUTH
CENTRAL PA, ADMIRING MONSTER ANTLERS.

Continued on page 2



Page 2 1st Edition 2013

Monsters in Nacogdoches continued from page 1

the Dunston Chestnut trees should be planted. Bob
said it was a good idea to plant them close enough to
one another so that there would be successful pollina-
tion. He also recommends ventilated translucent tree
tubes. Other colors of tubes are adequate but if they
are not vented, be sure to drill holes in them. Another
recommendation of Bob’s is to use a ground matting for
weed control. This eliminates the danger of having to
spray herbicides too close to the tree.

ENCLOSED CHICORY PLANT AREA AT THE RESEARCH
CENTER

The folks from Golden Valley Enterprises demonstrat-
ed their food plot equipment again this year. This is by
far the best build (American made) ATV friendly seed
system available. Do yourself a favor and check out
their website, www.gvtrophy.com to see the great line of
products manufactured by this family-owned business.
It was a real pleasure to be with these great folks from

DR. KROLL AND JOHN BUTLER COMPARE THE AGGRESSIVE  Oklahomal!
GROWTH OF BF OATS TO THE INFERIOR VARIETIES.

In the red buckets were acorns and chestnuts. The
acorns are very heavy in tannin making them extreme-
ly bitter. The chestnuts—although related to acorns—
have little tannin and are great for human consump-
tion as well. Needless to say, the chestnut supplied the
forest of yesteryear with tons of Mast Crops. It's only
through the hard work of three generations (Bob’s
grandfather, father and himself) that we can reintroduce
this wonderful tree to our wildlife habitat.

We also saw a PowerPoint presentation by Dr. Kroll
where chestnuts were introduced to his deer. The deer P Y
found them and began eating them less than one hour BO ALLAC ITH DUNSTNCETUT T -
affér being placed Jggfc. DEMONSTRATING PROPER PLANTING METHODS.

Dr. James C. Kroll, Director of the Institute for White-tailed Deer Management and Research

Since 2004, Dr. Kroll produces a leading national TV show, the North American Whitetail Television, Out-
door Channel, which received the Golden Moose Award. He manages a popular website - www.DrDeer.com

— which serves as an on-line education and deer management assistance. He has enjoyed tremendous exposure
to the national wildlife group through publications and videos that feature his work and insight in white-tailed
deer management. He holds numerous offices in state, regional and national organizations. Dr. Kroll is popular
on the lecture circuit and blends technical and lay knowledge into presentations that educate, entertain and

| enlighten audiences enthusiastic about managing and sharing the joys of white-tailed deer management. Dr.

I Kroll can be contacted at 936-468-1198 or jkroll@sfasu.edu.




Think Spring, Think Food PIotsS? warcH 2013

W ithout fail, those of us in the
Northeast are looking forward

to Spring. Shedding some layers, get-
ting outdoors for a walk in the woods,
looking for sheds, scouting and mak-
ing plans for our all-time favorite sea-
son: fall. For many of us, and certainly
those reading this fine publication, part
of our annual preparations for hunting
season means food plots. During my
travels this time of year, over and over
| am asked, “What are you planting this
spring?” The short answer is often met
with a confused look when they hear
what | am planting — “Nothing.”

That's right; | don’t plant very many food
plots in spring. In certain situations | will
plant or recommend the planting of soy-
beans and corn for which spring plant-
ing is a must, but: by and large ALL of
my other wildlife food plots are seeded
around the third week of August. While
Mother Nature offers no guarantees,
planting at this time of year in our re-
gion will often result in prime annual
and perennial food plots, and Buck For-
age Oats is a big part of my habitat pro-
gram. Planting in the fall capitalizes on
three factors that commonly influence
my food plot success: soil preparation,
weeds, and weather.

Early summer is the time to begin work-
ing on the soil. Everyone in the food
plot business recommends a soil test,
but let’s face it, how many actually do
a proper soil test in the real world? If,
like most folks, you are going to skip
the soil test, at least you NEED to know
your soil PH, and if it’s low (in the North-
east it's very likely) get some lime on it.
Eliminate weeds & grass by spraying...
and start tilling.

Mid-summer — Check the plot and eval-
uate weed growth; till again if you think
you should. This is time well spent. We
are killing any weeds that sprouted, and
working the soil. Use a cultivator that
breaks up the soil and try to avoid disk-
ing if you can.

Around the 2nd week of August, | go
back and work the soil one last time.
Working the ground in advance allows
us the freedom to choose the seeding
time based on predicted rainfall. Nor-
mally in the Northeast, we can count on
a decent rain fall (or several) between
the 3rd week of August and Sept 1.
Think about how many times we get
rained on over Labor Day. If you don’t
have the time to till in advance, be ready
to till & seed when rain is imminent. |

1 2 WEEKS AFTER SEEDING BUCK
FORAGE OATS

2 4 WEEKS - FORAGE OATS
COVERING, CLOVER UNDERNEATH

3 SAME PLOT — FOLLOWING MAY —
OATS ARE GONE AND CLOVER IS
IN! (NOTE NO WEEDS)

4 ONEYEAR AFTER PLANTING

can’t stop smiling when | am pulling out
a field and feel the raindrops, and we
want rain within a couple days of seed-
ing for good germination. If it isn’t going
to rain, don’t waste your time seeding
— it's worth the wait.

| recently watched a hunting show
where the “TV” guys had worked the
soil, then grabbed a bag of seed and
started winging it around with their
hand right out of the bag like they were
feeding chickens! This is not the way
to seed a food plot in my reality, and |
can’t imagine wasting the resources
to till a plot and seed it in this manner!
In my food plots, whether seeding by
hand or with equipment, | take the time
to evenly distribute and cover the seed
properly, and you should too.

Decide what kind of a food plot you are
going to have (annual or perennial), but
no matter if it is an annual or perennial
plot, my first step is always to seed with
Buck Forage Oats. This seed should be
covered by a little bit of soil, less than 1”
deep. If this is the first time that this plot
has been planted, | plan on seeding an-
nuals for at least two seasons to build
the soil and eliminate as many weeds
as possible.

Continued on page 4
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Hunti“g the out PﬂtCh by Glenn Wolff

The story begins on October 31 when | arrived in
South Central Kansas to hunt with John Butler on

his property.

| was paired up with Rob Hughes from Texas and he was to be my
guide and cameraman for the week. Rob and | had hunted hard and
had seen numerous bucks and a few doe each day, but none of the
bucks were mature. The morning of November 3rd we decided to
hunt a ground blind that | think was called the “Oat Patch” consisting
of a 3-acre plot of Buck Forage Oats. | wasn’t real confident in the
set-up due to the close proximity of the camp, but | went with Rob’s
recommendation that we hunt the Oat Patch stand in the morning.
As it got light it wasn’t long before we had a couple of does arrive on
the far end of the plot. At around 7:30, while we were still watching
them, a doe and a fawn jumped the fence about 20 yards from us and
fed out in front of our ground blind. These two deer quickly became
nervous because of what was following them. After a couple of min-

utes, Rob indicated that through his peephole in the side of the blind

STATS:

280# live weight
5'/2 years old

9 point

130” P&Y buck

he could see a mature buck standing at the fence waiting to follow the doe into the food plot. Well he stood here
at the fence without me being able to see him for what seemed like an eternity, but in reality it was probably only
3-4 minutes. When he finally jumped the fence and began feeding in front of our ground blind, Rob confirmed he
was a mature and good buck...your call he said.

It only took one quick look and | knew | was going to shoot him, so | drew back my bow to take the shot, and he
began walking closer but | wondered what was wrong with him.

His antlers were all bloody; did he just shed his velvet | wondered? No, it's not September 1st it's November 3rd.
Just then the buck stopped and looked right toward the ground blind and his entire forehead was covered in blood,
that's when | decided that he had been in one heck of a fight just prior to showing up here, and his combatant
probably didn’t fair too well. As soon as he went back to feeding and was broadside again, | squeezed the release.
The arrow covered the 15 yards in a flash, the buck ran about 60 yards before piling up. He never even made it

out of the Buck Forage Oat Plot.

Think Spring, Think Food Plots? continued from page 3

| often mix 15-20% annual (winter) rye
with the Forage Oats. Once the plot
is “based out” with Buck Forage Oats,
you can topseed with a perennial clo-
ver mix. There are several advantages
to mixing in a percentage of winter rye,
especially in an annual plot to provide
green cover (and green manure) for the
following year. The BFO/rye mix also
will hinder weed growth this fall and the
following spring.

Buck Forage Oats establishes very
quickly, providing quality forage for wild-
life, and shelter for the clover. Clovers
spend the first part of their lives putting
down roots, and will be protected from
browsing by the BFO. The following
year the clover will spring forth, provid-
ing quality forage for years to come.

As you can see by the photos shown
here, taking the time to plan, properly

prepare the soil, and planting with Buck
Forage Oats, you too can have food
plots like those we see in magazines,
but not necessarily everything we see
onTV!

About the Author: Tony Rainville operates
Foothills Habitat Consultants in Upstate
New York, and has been planting food plots
for over 30 years. Follow his management
programs in every season on Facebook &
Twitter @ NYRutReport.
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Dunst an Chestnuts

www.realtreenursery.com are thebestfoo  Dplo t tree

1-855-386-7826 They begin to bear in only 2-4 years. You don’t need
to wait 20 years for them to start bearing like with
many oaks. They are proven to bear 10-20 Ibs of nuts
per tree by 10 years old, before most oaks even start
?A‘i to bear. Plus, chestnuts bear every year without the
on-year, off for 2-3 year cycles that many oaks have.
Chestnuts are sought out by deer because of the
sweet-tasting nuts and their nutritional value — they
have very high carbohydrates and protein, and they
have no bitter-tasting tannin like oaks. Chestnuts
bear from September to early November. They can

T her €1s no better, be grown throughout the eastern US, in Zones 4-9,
more wzdely adapted tree than from Michigan and lllinois, west to eastern Texas and
south to central Florida.

the Dunstan Chestnut!
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the preferred forage for whitetails

Buck Forage is proud to announce the release of our new food plot oats seed variety, “BUCK”' -
This OAT is the f'rst of 1ts kind, the only oat ever developed, from start to fingsh, spec;{cally for -

s e white-tailed deer preference. S
Now in its 16th year of developmenf “BUCK?” oats have undergone the most exhanstlve and speclallzed
breedmg and test:ng program ever created for a food plot product' N *

el el b’ L al -

“Through these efforts, BUCK FORAGE @A’lasthmnnga&;m&se&the bar, and. can nowmﬁer\ ik 0y Sectonps Y
$ The MOST WINTER-TOLERANT, freeze-resistant oat variety that has ever existed! \1 \ .

@ Better FORAGE QUALITY than has ever béemfound in food plot seed!
,@ PROVEN PREFERENCE during the fall and winter by Mﬁi;&tmled deer, as shown by years of side b'y

& slda,testmg with any and all other food plot seeds at THE INSTITUTE FOR WHITE- TAILED DEER

LI _‘..rl .

MANAGEMENT AND RESEARCH, by Dr. James C. Kroll! 3o vemaa s
g UTILIZATION further into the spring than current wmt?er oats' VRO AL A\LE ) L '
e A
~~ MAKE YOUR FOOD PLQ’]; THE BEST THA CAN BE AND \
PROVIDE YOUR DEER WITH THE BEST FA)t 'AND WINTER
ATTRACTION AVAILABLE. B
TRY BUCK FORAGE OATS, AND GET T RESULTS}QOU H&VE* LR
BEEN LOOK!NGE Jane AT LA TLMNES

: i Wt u\ "'.,"\"-
BUCKFORAGEP UCTS GERL e T ik '\ "i % 1
1-800-299-6287 - uckforage.com B\ﬁ‘%w bu(;‘kfcgraget% p‘.lp 3 “t \}‘Hj_. ;




Hunter Wallis Wins Third Major Calling Title

Hunter Wallis recently won the 2013
Jr. Grand National Turkey Calling
Contest in Nashville, Tennessee.
Hunter called against the best Jr. call-
ers from across the country and for
the third year in a row was crowned
champion. Contestants where re-
quired to imitate four different hen
sounds randomly selected from a list
of twelve. This year’s calls were cluck
and purr, fly down cackle, cutting of
an excited hen and plain yelp.

Hunter, who is a staff member of
Zink Calls and Avian X decoys, also
won the Pennsylvania and Virginia
state Jr. Contest this year. Hunter is
scheduled to be filmed this spring
while hunting in Alabama, Kentucky,
Pennsylvania and New York. He can
regularly be seen on Avian X televi-
sion which airs on The Pursuit and
Sportsman channels.

Monday - Friday: 7 AM — 5 PM
Saturday: 7 AM — 2 PM
Sunday: 8 AM — 1 PM

: TA_YIOT

- OILFIELD SUPPLY

Route 6 neparental.com Route 29
Tunkhannock PA Voted Best South Montrose PA
(570) 836-3000  New Business 2010  (570) 278-(RENT)

TAYLOR RENTAL
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Winter’'s iImpact on Developing Fawns

Submitted by Bob Wagner / Photos by Jerry Rusek

For does bred during mid-Novem-
ber, the first trimester runs through
the end of January, the second tri-
mester runs from the end of Janu-
ary to the end of March and the last
trimester from about the first of April
through birth of fawn(s) in early
June.

How does February’s weather af-
fect a developing fawn? The weath-
er affects the quality and quantity
of food available to the doe and the
rate at which she uses her fat sup-
ply. The doe’s fat supply will then af-
fect the fetus during the later stage
of development. Mild weather and
good winter habitat allows does to
slow the use of their fat reserves.
Harsh weather, deep snow, high
winds and/or extreme cold, accel-
erates the animal’s use of their fat
reserves. Healthy does will be fine

® Landscaping

o Planting & Removal
o Large Area Mowing
® Bush Hog or Finish Mowing
o Backhoe Service

© Drainage, Water, Electrical & Septic Lines
o Stump Removal / Post Holes

o Grading / Gravel Driveways

o Decorative Stone Chips & Bark Mulch

o Wildlife Food Plots
o Fertilizing & Liming

o Topsoil / Lawn Seeding - CR

Ken Gall s

Ouidoor Chore Store

For All Your Qutdoor Chores
Experienced & Insured
References Available
Emergency Service Available

A

570-553-4347
e-mail: kengalljr@epix.net

during most winters, but pregnant
female deer entering winter in poor
condition may not survive or may
not be able to give birth or success-
fully raise a fawn.

From early April on, the third trimes-
ter is where the action is. Energy
costs for pregnant does skyrocket
because this is when 82% of fetal
growth occurs. Gestation is costly.
The total energy cost for pregnant
does is 16% higher than for non-
pregnant does and 92% of the in-

DEER BROWSING ON BUCK FORAGE CL

creased cost occur during the third
trimester.

Good winter habitat (adequate food,
cover and water) combats severe
weather and helps ensure does
have adequate fat reserves to pro-
vide the necessary nutrition at the
start of the important final trimester.

(Condensed from full article, written
by Kip Adams available on the Quality
Deer Management Association’s web-

site: www.qdma.org.)

OVER, CHICORY AND OATS

570-278-4555
Grow Avenue * Montrose, PA 18801

Visit one of our 11 Branc
Locations or call TOLL FREE
888.868.3858

o)

FDIC PeoplesNatBank.com

SPORTFISHING ON LAKE ONTARIO

GOOD TIMES SPORTFISHING
215 Graham Hollow Road

gdxsportfishing@hotmail.com

—

Hallstead, PA 18822

607-768-9121




Coyote Impacts & Trapping

Kip Adams, Director of
Education and Outreach

T Y

Predators are a hot topic for deer hunters
and managers throughout much of the
whitetail’s range. Black bears, wolves and
bobcats each take their share of deer, but
coyotes are receiving the lion’s share of
attention. Several recent research proj-
ects in the southeastern U.S. have shown
significant impacts on fawn survival and
recruitment rates (see pages 50-53 in
the 2011 Whitetail Report; http://www.
gdma.com/corporate/whitetail-report).
Many hunters express concern over coy-
ote predation of deer and share their de-
sire to increase removal of coyotes in the
area(s) they hunt.

If fawn survival is low in your area as
a result of predation, the first step is to
improve fawning cover. Provide fawns a
better chance to hide and make it more
difficult for coyotes and other predators to
find them. The next step is to improve the
quality and quantity of nutrition available
to the deer herd. Healthier does produce
healthier fawns that are better able to
avoid predation. Importantly, North Caro-
lina researchers Marcus Lashley and Col-
ter Chitwood reported many fawns eaten
by coyotes in their research project were
malnourished and were vocalizing (bleat-
ing). Coyotes responded to these calls
for quick and easy meals. Presumably
at least some of these fawns would have
survived if their mothers were on a high-
er nutritional plane. Once both of these
items are addressed, coyote removal
may be warranted.

From a predator control perspective,
most sportsmen and women already
have extremely liberal seasons to hunt
coyotes (see page 16 in the 2012 White-
tail Report). However, given coyotes’
high reproductive potential and ability to
avoid humans, it is unlikely that hunting
will sufficiently reduce coyote numbers in
most situations. For most deer managers
interested in reducing coyote populations,
aggressive trapping programs will be
required.

Similar to hunting coyotes, trapping them

is difficult, and most sportsmen and wom-
en simply do not have the time or skill
necessary to remove a sufficient number
of coyotes to effectively reduce their pop-
ulations. Some population models sug-
gest you have to remove 75 percent of
coyotes annually to lower their numbers.
For the vast majority of deer managers
this is an unrealistic goal. However, you
can temporarily reduce coyote numbers
and enhance fawn survival by removing
them immediately prior to fawning. For
most whitetail herds the majority of fawns
are born in June and July. Thus, remov-
ing coyotes in April and May can pay big
dividends.

Depending on your location this may or
may not be allowed. Six of 13 states in
the Midwest have no closed season so
you can trap coyotes during those cru-
cial pre-fawning months. These states
include Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska,
North Dakota, Ohio and South Dakota.
Indiana and Michigan’s seasons end in
March, and the other 5 states’ seasons
end in January or February. These states
include Kentucky, lllinois, lowa, Missouri
and Wisconsin. Of all the states in the
Midwest only lllinois has increased the
coyote trapping season in the last 5 years.

The Southeast is much more liberal than
the Midwest as 6 of 11 states have no
closed season (Florida, Georgia, Mis-
sissippi, Oklahoma, Tennessee and
Texas), Alabama has no closed season
on private lands, and South Carolina has
no closed season for landowners with a
predator management permit. Only Ar-
kansas, Louisiana and North Carolina
require you to stop trapping prior to April.
Thus, in most of the South you can trap
coyotes during the crucial pre-fawning
months. Also, Arkansas, North Carolina
and South Carolina have all increased
the length of their coyote trapping sea-
sons in the last 5 years as a response to
sportsmen’s desires and/or decreasing
fawn recruitment rates.

The Northeast is very different. Only
Rhode Island and Virginia have no closed
season and it is only for private lands.
Maine, Massachusetts and Vermont close
their seasons before January; and Mary-
land, Rhode Island (state land), Pennsyl-
vania and West Virginia close the season
in January or February. Connecticut, New
Hampshire, New Jersey and New York al-
low trapping in March, and Delaware has
a proposed trapping season that would

end in March. Thus, in most of the North-
east you cannot trap coyotes during the
crucial pre-fawning months. This may
become important in the near future as
many states have experienced increas-
ing coyote harvests recently, suggesting
population growth. For example, New Jer-
sey’s 2011 coyote harvest was 28 percent
above the state’s 5-year average, New
York’s increased by 39 percent, Massa-
chusetts’ increased by 48 percent, and
Rhode Island’s was 79 percent above its
previous 5-year average. In the Northeast
only Maryland has increased trapping
seasons in the last 5 years.

Predators, and especially coyotes, have
successfully invaded all areas of the
whitetail’s range; assuring that they’ll be
an annual variable in deer management
programs throughout North America for
at least the foreseeable future. Whether
rural or urban and North or South, coy-
otes are now part of the dynamic relation-
ship between deer and the environment.
Coyotes can affect deer herds positively
or negatively, so their presence can’t be
summed up with a broad generalization.
Their actual impacts will need to be mea-
sured and monitored at the local and re-
gional levels, and deer seasons and bag
limits can be adjusted where necessary.
The important thing is to realize they are
now a player in many deer management
programs, and as managers, we need to
acknowledge them as such.

Kip’s Korner is written by Kip Adams, a
Certified Wildlife Biologist and Director of
Education and Outreach for the Quality
Deer Management Association (QDMA).
The QDMA is an international nonprofit
wildlife conservation organization dedi-
cated to ensuring the future of white-
tailed deer, wildlife habitat and our hunt-
ing heritage. The QDMA can be reached
at 1-800-209-DEER or www.QDMA.com.

COYOTE FEEDING ON PREDATED
BUCK FAWN. SCOTT BEEBE PHOTO.



Clover or Cover? ., i sicis awse

f;od plots are one of the most revolutionary tools
that hunters use to attract deer to their properties.
However, it seems that whenever you put trail cameras
on food plots to monitor the deer activity, nearly all of
the pictures of the big bucks occur at night. Don’t get
me wrong, plenty of big bucks have been killed over
food plots, but if | had the choice between creating a
food plot and creating cover, I'll create cover every time.
Why? Because cover serves a two-fold purpose in that
it provides both protection and food. Also, cover is easy
to create and cheap to maintain.

Deer spend a majority of daylight hours bedded in thick
cover, right? Then it would stand to reason that the
most important thing to have on your property to attract
and hold deer is a thick and nasty bedding area. Luck-
ily, thick and nasty bedding areas are relatively easy
and inexpensive to create. In fact, if you play your cards
right, you can get paid to create them! Not only can you
get paid for the timber you remove from your property,
but there are also cost share programs for maintaining
your property in early successional habitats for wildlife.
Clear-cuts, timber stand improvements (TSIs), hinge
cutting, girdling, hack & squirt, and prescribed fired are
just a few of the methods you can use to create and
maintain thick cover. The idea is to let sunlight hit the
ground and let nature take its course.

THE IMAGE ABOVE DEPICTS A PLAN FOR A 700-ACRE PROP-
ERTY BEING MANAGED FOR DEER. CURRENTLY, THE AR-
EAS OF THICK COVER (PURPLE POLYGONS) ARE LOCATED
FAR FROM FOOD PLOTS (GREEN POLYGONS) AND ALONG
THE PROPERTY BOUNDARIES (ORANGE BOUNDARY LINE)
MAKING THEM DIFFICULT TO HUNT. THE YELLOW POLY-
GONS ARE AREAS WHERE NEW BEDDING AREAS WERE
RECOMMENDED TO BE CREATED. NOTICE THE NEW AREAS
ARE MORE CENTRALLY LOCATED AND MUCH CLOSER TO
FOOD PLOTS. THIS MAP WAS CREATED USING BIGGAME-
LOGIC.COM.

In addition to bedding cover, areas of thick vegetation
can provide a large amount of natural forage. It has been
estimated that areas of early successional habitat can
provide 1,000-2,000 Ibs of natural forage per acre! As
far as creation and maintenance are concerned, cover
is simple to create and easy to maintain. The seeds are
already planted in the seed bank. They just need a little
sunlight so they can grow, and the early successional
stage can either be reset using prescribed fire or by
mechanical means.

If the only thing you have on your property to attract
deer is food plots, but your neighbor has a lot of cover,
guess where the deer are going to be spending a ma-
jority of their time during daylight hours? I'll give you a
clue. It won’t be on your property. So when you’re plan-
ning your land management projects this year, be sure
to take some time to create a few areas of really thick
cover.

Example of Good Cover

NOTICE ALL OF THE VEGETATION AT GROUND LEVEL.
THIS IS A GROWN-OVER CLEAR-CUT THAT’S
ABOUT 5-YEARS-OLD.

Example of Poor Cover

NOTICE THE LACK OF VEGETATION AT GROUND LEVEL.
THIS IS A MATURE PINE STAND, HOWEVER THE SAME
CONCEPT APPLIES TO MATURE HARDWOODS STANDS. IF
THERE IS LITTLE OR NO VEGETATION AT GROUND LEVEL,
THEN IT IS BASICALLY A BIOLOGICAL DESERT FOR DEER.
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McCarey Construction

Custom work at affordable prices

Kip McCAREY

Owner

portunities
Available!

mccareyconstruction@frontiernet.net
314 Rueben Hill Rd.
Montrose, PA 18801

570-278-4355

Fax 570-278-9632 If you are interested in advertising in
AP Wildlife Management News

Call for pricing and info at
570-934-2625 or e-mail me at

SR SIS jholbert@epix.net
ERENE N | Thanks,
PA 010772 . s & — | B ._.::.':.' L bl r
'j/;m
SouthernTier Taxidermy
i A TRUCK CAPS & ACCESSORIES . ENGINES REPAIRED
and LOCK- d Sporting Goods TRUCK GAPS & ACCESSORIEE
AT [uook v LonTg e |
1 . myue ”_ d |
ALLEN COY Phone
RR3 BOX 142, MONTROSE, PA 18801 570-967-2109
1-800-453-3820

email: scmarine@epix.net

;;-?

o
(

e MIINOR AUTO REPAIRS

= OIL CHANGES AND FILTERS MUN. 'FRI‘ 8AM.5PM

{ :f\’:ziﬁf_n_ TIRE SERVICE CARE SAT. TILL NOON

www.stiny.com
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Distributor of Petroleum

Products & Propane
: i . i U 60 Post St., Montrose, PA 18801
' Fax: (570) 278-4800
, INDUSTRIAL

- On & Off Diesel Fuel
- Lubricants
- Tank & Pump Service

ENERLGY g

- Heating
- Air Conditioning
H/0 MART CONVENIENCE STORES - Indoor Air Quality (IAQ)
242 Church St., Montrose
519 St. Route 492, New Milford
1503 E. Main St., Susquehanna

FELIX-HINDS GARDEN CENTER 570 278 - 38 1 1

1685 State Route 706, Montrose

Slenko Forest Products & Tralnlng
Custom Land Management
Get what YOU want from your property:
= Improved natural wildlife habitat

* Food plot establishment, cultivation & fertilization

* An eventual return on your investment
(healthier wildlife population +/ timber stand improvement)

Contact: Dave Sienko
Phone/Fax 570-879-6509

Email: golog@epix.net

Sienko Forest Products is and award winning company
with 30+ years experience
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IMPLEMENT INC.
745 Harry L Dr. Johnson City NY 13790
(607) 729-6161

www.goodrich-implement.com

4

oip

449 Main Street
Montrose, PA 18801

570-278-1500

- ANEY BUILDE
O ey LLC

WO

o

Rt. 267
Choconut, Pa.

GULF GAs X LARGE GROCERY DEPT.
FrRESH DELI MEATS Y% WESTERN BEEF

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Dennis Carey - 570-553-2192

681 McCollum Road
Montrose, PA 18801

Office phone & fax number:
570-278-8655
Cell: 607-237-2102

Email: mooneybuilders@gmail.com
Website: www.mooneybuilders.com
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w2 1o Qrilay Delicious ... Fresh Every Day

mmaamtm

Whole Cheese Pizza........... $8.99 gﬁ ”;zg En d/ essg g 9 9
Whole Pepperoni Pizza......$9.99 C’ INNAMOUN fal n

Toppings..............ccooooooo.. ca. *1.00 20/ /

Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms,

Peppers & Black Olives Baked Fresh Daily In Store
Large Cheese Slices ....ca. 1.79 ~ SEATING AVAILABLE ~
w/Topping ............c......... ca. ¥1.99 Berks Jumbo Hot Dogs
OPEN 24 HOURS
Endless Mountains Beanery CLEAN RESTROOMS
Coffee Fresh Hot Coffee
Always On For You!

Visit us at Any of these Locations or

www.pumpnpantry.com
for store locations, store menus, employment

applications and much more!
Canton Route 14 673-3195 Stroudsburg 1229 W. Main St. 424-1049
Dushore 114 N. German St. 928-8122 Tioga 1 N. Main St. 835-5256
Great Bend Exit 230, 181 879-4667 Troy 530 Elmira St. 297-0921
Lake Winola Route 307 378-2107 Tunkhannock Route 29 836-6227
Lawrenceville 58 N. Main St. 827-2290 Tunkhannock Route 6 836-1584
Lenox Exit 211, 181 222-3003
Leroy Route 414 364-6455
Mansfield 82 S. Main St. 662-2541 Complimentary copies of the
Montrose Grow Ave. 278-1801 Wildlife Management News ﬁ “lF 2
New Milford Exit 233, 181 465-7304 provided by
Nicholson Route 11 942-6900
Pikes Creek Rtes 29 & SR 118 477-2054
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MICHAEL J. GIANGRIECO
ATTORNEY AT LAW

60 PUBLIC AVENUE
P.O. BOX 126
MONTROSE, PA 18801-0126
HALLSTEAD 570-879-4115
MONTROSE 570-278-4026 570-278-4425
FAX 570-278-4662

As avid sportsmen and wildlife managers, we understand your questions and concerns about
natural gas leases and pipeline proposals...Please give our office a call if we can be of service.
Thank You

FLYNN'S STONE CASTLE

WHERE RTS 706, 267 AND GOOD FRIENDS MEET - LAWTON, PA
BREAKFAST & LUNCH SPECIALS
M-F6:00 AM -9:00 PM
SAT & SUN 7:00 AM - 9:00 PM
934-2822

HARDWARE STORE HOURS:
MON-SAT 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM
SUN 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

PPPP0?7
PPP?P077
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/IRy, Miracle Ear

Rt. 6 (PO Box 4)
Century 21 Building
Wysox, PA 18854

570-265-5839
1-800-367-2804

www.miracle-ear-wysox.com

B

Call for a FREE!evaluation! *
=7 . 7t

Sometimes you don‘t get a
chance to see what you can't
hear... A deer cautiously
walking around you on crisp
autumn leaves, or a gobbler
on the ridge talking to his lady
friends.

Get your edge back by

LEARN TO FLY

SCENIC FLIGHTS * FLIGHT TRAINING *AIR CHARTER

Endless Mountains Air, Inc

Seamans Airport

727 Windsock Lane
Factoryville, PA 18419
Phone: 570.945.5125
Fax: 570.945.7222

[f you want a birdseye view of your
food plots or gas activity in your area,
call Seamans for a great experience

TALL PINES FARM
Stoves and Fireplaces

Quality Hearth & Heating Prodlicts

COME & VISIT
OUR LARGE SELECTION OF

STOVES & FIREPLACES

(gas, wood, pellet & electric)
and discuss your needs
with our expert staff
in Kingsley, Pa.

Fax: 570-278-2581 RR 2 Box 157

E-mail: tallpines@epix.net Kingsley, PA
www.tallpinesfarm.com 1 8826’

570-278-3071
1-800-927-6848
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10348 Hayesville Rd
Kingston, OH 45644
www.bedrockbigbucks.com

My passion is
getting hunters
their first
trophy buck.
~Wendel Crosby

Scott Glezen
2012 Crossbow Buck

Check us out on f
Facebook

‘Cause you
never know
what you
might

run into.

Daniel R Ricci Jr Ins Agcey Inc
Dan Ricci Jr, Agent
70 Lathrop Street
Montrose, PA 18801
Bus: 570-278-3877

I'm your agent for that.

Having me as your agent means
having a real person there to help
you when you need it. So when
accidents happen, you have
someone who can get the job
done right, and right away.

Like a good neighbor,

State Farm is there.”

CALL FOR AQUQOTE 24/7.

StateFarm

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company - Bloomington, IL

10011771

Smitty’s Construction

Inc.

g=:-}

All Phases of Construction

Topp W. SMITH

General Contractor
195 High School Road
Montrose, PA 18801
570-278-4530
Cell: 607-237-6663

smittysconstruction@stny.rr.com

e

——




NASP: National Archery in the School Programs
10 Million Youth, Over 10,000 Participating Schools

7ry to imagine a sports program where young people from grades 4 through 12 participate in a well-structured,
respectful and absolutely safe shooting program. The NASP is a very impressive reality that has more expected
participants than Little League baseball this year!

The first event that | had the chance to witness was a tournament sponsored by the Choconut Valley Youth Ath-
letic Association. The tournament was named “Shoot for a Cure” and was held at the Montrose Area High School.
Funds generated from this tournament were divided between the archery program and the American Cancer
Society.

| was most impressed by the dedicated coaching staff and their mentoring skills with the young archers. At the
blow of a whistle, 30 archers leave the shooting line to take their bows from a rack and return to shooting positions
where their arrows are safely set in front of them in holders. At another signal of the whistle, archers shoot their
five arrows at the targets. All coaching commands are signaled by the whistle. There is structure, silence and con-
centration as the arrows fly to the 10 or 15 meter targets. All archers use standard equipment as well; everyone is
supplied with a Matthews Genesis bow and full length 1820 Easton arrows. There are no sights, releases, peeps
or kisser buttons. All of the archers are on the same level as far as equipment is concerned.

In an age where shooting sports may look like a doomed cause, | would strongly recommend that you check out
this organization and support it.

Congratulations to all of the coaches and archers for making your tournament and sport a success!
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Offeringja complete line, of
wildlife, products;at our
two, PA locations:

oY S
CANTON s7o5%ss1ie

pNnrth uentmlm i"

AL )
’0/

WELLSBORO :7oe-0560
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TRAPPING SUPPLIES

PROFESSIONAL TRAPPER ® 1 BUuy USED TRAPS

2216 Booth Road Hallstead, Pa. 18822
570-278-2553 willsher@epix.net

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENTA /2

Order Form For Home Deliver
Send to: Jim Holbert ¢ 1201 California Road * Montrose, PA 18801

Your Name:
Address:

Phone:

Please send $10.00 for lifetime membership to Wildlife Management News.
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by Brian Keyser

Wildlife Investigator, District Three Law Enforcement

SKIN

-YOURSELF TANNERY

It was a crisp October morning with a heavy frost blanketing the shaded corner of the alfalfa
field where I stood. At my feet lay my first Ohio buck. I have harvested plenty of deer, and this
eight-point was certainly no “wall-hanger” It was special, though, because it was the first deer 1

harvested in the Buckeye State since relocating from my native Pennsylvania. I wanted to do some-

thing special with the deer, and as a new father I chose to make a gift for my 10-month-old son.

Removing all meat and fat using a firm
plank of wood and a scraping tool.

Tagged my deer and ready
to field dress it.

I'decided to tan the hide and make some
items from the leather. It would be simple to
ship the hide to a commercial tannery and

~have the leather I wanted. But I take pride in
my primitive skills and doing things the old-
fashioned way. This leather would be tanned
by hand, by me, using the same methods that

clothed Native Americans for thousands of

years. It is known as brain tanning, and it is
a great way to preserve hunting memories
with unique items.

As the name implies, the process uses the
animal’s brain to preserve the skin and turn it
into workable leather for clothing and other
items. Before you say “eww!” and stop read-
ing, you should know many substances can be
used to achieve the same result. Eggs, neats-
foot oil, natural soaps or any natural oil work
well. Any animal skin can be tanned, with or
without the hair. Here is how it works.

22 WILDOHIOMAGAZINE ™

First, the animal must be
skinned and the hide laid
out flat, and the remaining
meat and fat scraped off.
The hide can then be frozen or salted if you
need to work on it at a later time. You also
need to decide to leave the hair on or off. To
leave the hair on, skip the following step.

Place the hide in a plastic tub or small
garbage can and cover it with water. A deer
skin needs to be weighted down because the
hollow hair causes it to float. Add hydrated
lime (available at you local garden supply
or feed store) until no more will dissolve.
Native Americans used hardwood ashes
for this step. If you choose the more tradi-
tional method, add enough ashes so that an
egg will float in the solution. Move the skin
around in the solution once or twice a day

for the next three to five days.

The skin is ready when it develops a yel-

low tint and feels rubbery. The hair and top
layer of skin (epidermis) easily scrapes off.
Make sure to remove the entire epidermis or
it will leave stiff spots. Place the skin in clean
To do this, soak the
skin in the tub and change the water several

water to neutralize it.

times for a day or two. Or, weigh it down in
the edge of a pond or small stream (beware
of marauding turtles!). When the rubbery
texture is gone and

the skin turns white,

it is ready for the - .

next step.




Next, wring out the skin to remove as
much water as possible. Add a few ounces of
oil, half a bar of natural soap, three or four
eggs, or the animal’s entire brain to about
1-1/2 pints of very hot water and allow it to
cool. Add the damp skin to this solution and
soak it overnight. If the hair was left on, rub
the solution into the flesh side and let it ab-
sorb overnight. The next day, the moisture
must be removed again by wringing and
twisting the skin. Removing more moisture
now means less work in the next step. Again
the skin can be placed in a freezer until you
have time to finish.

Now the hard work starts! The skin
must be stretched and pulled continuously
until it is completely dry. This can be done
by lacing it out on a frame and using a dull
stick, or simply pulling and stretching by
hand. I recommend working in the sun on
a warm day and reserving a block of time to
dedicate to the job. The skin must be worked
until it no longer feels cool to the touch. This
may take two to five hours, depending on
the skin’s thickness and the humidity. When
finished, the skin will transform to soft, sup-
ple, white leather. This leather is functional
as long as it does not get wet. The skin must
again be worked until completely dry if it
gets wet, or it will become stiff.

Reprinted with permission WildOhio Magazine

Finally, treat the leather with wood smoke
to completely preserve it. The smoke con-
tains compounds that allow the skin to
become wet and retain its softness after it
dries. The smoking process can be done in
several ways. The simplest way is to con-
struct a domed frame from a flexible wood,
such as willow or a similar material. The
frame should be sized so that the skin can be
spread over it, and any exposed spots should
be covered with another material to prevent
smoke from escaping. Dig an 8-inch long
hole that is about 1 foot deep. Start a small
fire in this pit and build a few inches of hot
ashes. Place dry, rotted wood in the pit to
create a smoldering and smoky fire.

Next, place the frame and hide over
the fire and cover areas where smoke es-
capes. Check the fire often to keep it smoky
and from getting too hot. (It would be a shame
to send all of your hard work up in flames!)
Occasionally move the hide around to ex-
pose areas in contact with the frame to the
smoke. When the inside of the skin develops

a brown buckskin color, turn the other side
down and repeat the process (Unless you left

the hair on, in
which case you
are done!).
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The finished leather can be used for a vari-
ety of projects. My family treasures the things
I made them over the years. I have completed
many other projects since making a buck-
skin shirt and moccasins for my oldest son. [
made a matching set for his younger brother,
my own shirt, a bag for muzzleloader hunt-
ing and many other items. Each item holds a
special memory, along with the satisfaction
of making something on my own without
using modern shortcuts, That is something

you simply cannot buy! W

570-278-1801

MANAGERS:
LISA DIFABRITUS AND DAN BLENCO

WE’RE PART OF YOUR NEIGHBORBOOD!
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156 Oakley Road
Hop Bottom, PA 18824
Mon.-Fri. 8am-5 pm

"Serving the community in
Outdoor Equipment
Sales & Service for over 20 years"

RR 7 Box 7188
Rt. 706 "on the lake"
Montrose, PA 18801

570-278-9098 « FAX 570-278-2589

Montrose Auto Parts
623 GROW AVENUE
MONTROSE, PA 18801

Roger Doolittle

Ron Hollister 570-278-1137

Roger Gelatt 570-633-2248

EXCAVATING

Montrose,Pa
Driveways * Land Clearing * Ponds
Foundations * Logging

EOUIPMENT'RENTALS
a division of Mike’s Heavy Equipment & Trailer Sales, Inc.

PO Box 553. 76 Grow rvenue. Montrose, PA 1550

ickael L. Shenuda (570) 278 - 5000
President Pax: (570) 275-5555

at Irish Hill

Located in the Endless Mountains
of Susquehanna County, PA

Ernest W. Hausmann, Proprietor

1061 Flynn Road « P.O. Box 100 « Friendsville, PA 18818
570-934-2336

www.hhhsc.net ewhausmann@frontier.com




Quuality Deer Management Branch

Digs Deep for Wildlife Management

he North Mountain Branch of the

Quality Deer Management Associa-
tion (QDMA) has been one of the most
active branches in the country since its
inception in 2003. Over the years it has
done many things such as research by
collecting harvest data for the last 10
years, donating time and/or money to
various programs such as Hunter Shar-
ing the Harvest, Hunts for Healing, and
youth hunter education classes. It has
also had antler scoring sessions, ban-
quets, educational field days and many
other activities throughout the years.

In addition to those mentioned, one of
the biggest programs the branch has
is its habitat improvement program.
Over the last decade the branch has
worked on various public-owned lands
improving habitat by doing timber cut-
ting projects, tree plantings, food plot
planting, apple tree pruning and even
the building and installation of Mason
Bee boxes to help with the pollination of
fruit-bearing trees.

Some of these projects were completed
in conjunction with other groups such
as local watershed organizations and
local National Wild Turkey Federation
chapters. Also, during some of these
projects youth were involved from local
scout troops working on merit badges
and high school seniors working for
credits on their senior projects.

Overall, thousands of man hours have
been accumulated over the years while
doing these habitat improvement proj-
ects that are all done on public lands
where all sportsmen can benefit from
the group’s hard labor. During the de-
cade of habitat improvements, the
group has managed to put nearly
$50,000 of its money back into the local
habitat. Those monies were raised by
the branch’s fundraisers like its yearly
banquet or through the grants it has re-
ceived from Chesapeake Energy Cor-
poration and Safari Club International
that have helped make this branch the
success it has been. The volunteer
man-hours are also recorded which

allows the PGC to apply for Pittman-
Robertson dollars which comes from
the Federal government for habitat im-
provement projects.

However, it is the extreme dedication
and the fiscally responsible members
of this group that truly make this branch
the success that it is. “l am truly blessed
to have officers, directors and active
members that volunteer much of their
time to the promotion of the branch and
to sound deer management. The cur-
rent board of directors and its officers
have managed our branch’s money
well and streamlined our habitat im-
provement program that allows us to
improve more acreage on less funding
more than ever before and it continu-
ally improves,” stated chapter President
Chris Denmon. “This year has been no
exception either and has been the best
year for our habitat program ever. We
either planted or maintained 27 acres
of food plots on State Game Lands in
our region and have just helped put
an extremely important piece of equip-
ment in the Pennsylvania’s Game Com-
missions hands,” Denmon added.

The piece of equipment that Denmon
is speaking of is a Truax no-till drill.
This particular piece of equipment is
attached to a tractor with a three point
hitch system which will allow the PGC
more mobility to remote locations, can
plant a variety of food plot plantings
and also allows for faster planting rates
which will reduce the amount of man
hours per acre. This type of equipment
is also beneficial regarding the problem
of soil erosion and will require less fuel
and equipment to get the job done.

However, this equipment does not
come without expense. This particular

STANDING (L-R) PGC LAND MANAGER
JAMES JOLLEY, JAMES ROBERTS, BILL
JANOSKY, BRANCH TREASURER LINDA

COOLBAUGH, BRANCH SECRETARY TOM
HARMON, BUSTER COOLBAUGH. KNEELING
(L-R) BRANCH VP STEVE GERMICK, JOE
GERMICK, BRANCH PRESIDENT CHRIS
DENMON, AND CARL CRISPELL

Submitted by
Chris Denmon

model has a price tag of over $12,000.
Tthrough fundraisers, previous grants
and mindful spending, the North Moun-
tain Branch of the QDMA picked up the
tab for nearly $7,200 of the cost.

“We felt it was a great and worthwhile
way to spend our money since it would
allow the PGC a more expedient way in
acquiring the equipment and then put it
to use this spring. This equipment will
help free up our group from established
planting areas so we can move on to
other improvement projects in the area.”

“Our Habitat Chairman, Steve Germick,
has been an instrumental person in the
acquisition of the Truax drill but it was
definitely a team effort of the branch
and I'd like to thank each and every one
of our board members as well as all the
folks that come to our banquets and
spend their hard-earned dollars for the
sake of the whitetailed deer. They can
rest easy knowing that the money they
spend with us does not get wasted and
the benefits of their generosity go far
beyond the whitetail and benefit a wide
variety of species in the area,” Denmon
added.

The North Mountain Branch, which is
based in Luzerne County in northeast
Pennsylvania, is very active and is al-
ways looking for dedicated sportsmen
and sportswomen to get more involved
in its various activities as well as lead-
ership roles. For more information
about the North Mountain Branch call
570-477-2238 or log onto www.north-
mtnbranchgdma.org.
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Farm and Orchard
866-248-3179

Pick up points by arrangement at:

Scranton, Stroudsburg, Towanda/Wysox, Susquehanna
TURKEY

Also providing
CUSTOM LASER ENGRAVING

1384 Potter Hill Road x for logos for businesses and organizations!
Thompson, Pa. _
18465 : 4 Top Outdoor Products

22 Kelley Street ¢ Renovo, PA 17764
Toll-free: 888-609-0012 www.topcalls.com

ﬂl] VERRS -

EXPERIENCE,
PERFORMANCE

Forage
Products

www.DeckersBows.com

Exit 201 Off I-81 .
Dalton, PA 18414 BRING IN THIS AD

(570) 563-2499 FOR A FREE ROUND
Mon. Closed, Tue. 5:00pm - 10:00pm, Wed-Fri 2:00pm - 10:00pm IN OUR INDOOR
Sat. 10:00 am - 5:00 pm, Sun. noon - 5:00 pm v | 3—D RANGE
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by Sherrie J. Bazin, Nurse Educator and Hunt’s For Healing Mentor

7 he right shooting tool for the hunt
is vital for real success. A gun is built
for an individual. | pheasant hunt and |
would like to purchase the perfect shot-
gun for this endeavor. | already have the
perfect location in beautiful northeast-
ern Pennsylvania. | have the
perfect bird dog. Koa is a Ger-
man shorthaired pointer and is
just so energetic and a joy to
be with. | have a great friend
and hunting partner to enjoy
the experience along with all
the tales we tell. My husband
and | raise from egg to adult
the most gorgeous pheasants
you can imagine. However, |
don’t have the right shotgun. |
borrow one most of the time. It
is built for someone that is larg-
er in stature and someone that
has longer arms than mine. It
is too heavy for a quick clean
accurate shot. | miss a bird or
two for this reason. At least, |
claim that as the excuse.

How should | choose the right
gun? It needs to fit the game
that is hunted. | want a field
gun. A “field” gun is the general term for
guns used in the field for hunting. This
is usually some type of bird hunting.
The field gun is light, in order to carry
it in different or more difficult terrain
easier. It is usually shorter than other
shotguns in order to wield in brushy en-
vironments. The field gun is designed
to be carried and then quickly shoul-
dered when shot. The “sight plane” on
a field gun results in what is called a
“flat shooting” gun. This type of sight
shoots exactly where it is aimed. This
works well when the bird is flying in any
direction.

So, | now know of what type of gun |
am looking for, but do | want a single
shot, an over/under or a double barrel
shot gun? | am going to eliminate the
single barrel for the simple fact | want

more than one shot at those slower fly-
ing birds (wink, wink). | think preference
comes into play between the double
barrel or the over/under type of shot
gun. | like the over/under because my
eye sees one focal point at the end of

the barrel, not two. But, preference is
the best answer | can give between the
two.

My problem with most shotguns is the
length and the weight of the gun. | think
most woman find this to be true. Bird
hunting requires the hunter to be quick
and versatile. If you have to position
your gun you are losing precious time
on the target. The gun of choice must
be able to be placed without thought;
the stock must not catch on your shoul-
der. Girls, we must find a gun that fits
our arm length! | found that youth mod-
els do the trick for me. They are shorter
and lighter yet accuracy and power are
not compromised.

The gauge of the gun can also be con-
fusing. The internet helped me out here.

The two common gauges in shot guns
are a 12 or 20. What is the difference?
The gauge is the way the bore of the
gun is measured. The number or gauge
is the fraction in a one pound weight
of the ball used. A 12 gauge is 1/12 of
a pound of weight and a 20
gauge is 1/20th of a pound.
So, considering this fact, a 12
gauge shoots a wider larger
area than a 20 gauge. This fact
leads me to lean toward a 20
gauge due to the fact | want a
smaller pattern to focus on a
fast flying bird. The smaller gun
will also lead to lighter recoil.
Ammunition has an effect on
the shot also but this will be an-
other conversation.

Cost is my final factor that will
determine my choice of the
perfect bird gun. | want a gun
that | can use without worry
that | will damage it and hurt
its value. | want a working gun.
Don’t get me wrong, a more
expensive gun is just as perfect
to take a bird as a less expen-
sive one. On the flip side you
do not have to pay a fortune for a great
gun. But, | am looking for a work truck
not a Hummer! Yet, | do care about how
my gun looks so | do want it to look like
a Hummer but not cost like one. In the
looks category, | like the wood stock
instead of the more modern black or
camo-colored stock. This is simply my
preference.

My final choice, (well, after plunging
through the internet and every gun
shop within a 2-hour driving radius) |
chose my perfect bird gun. | chose a
youth model Stoeger Condor 20 gauge
over/under with a walnut stock weigh-
ing 5.5 Ibs for $399. Good luck with your
choices, but remember... choose a gun
that is right for you, learn to handle it
correctly, keep it safely locked away
when not in use and stay safe!

Happy Hunting!/ 1/
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2 have hunted since | was twelve. | love the woods and

the lifestyle that Northeast Pennsylvania offers. Shar-
ing the experiences of hunting and enjoying one of the most
beautiful landscapes this world offers is nothing but pure
bliss. Hunts for Healing is a volunteer organization that pro-
vides theses type of experiences for our returning injured
soldiers. | am a mentor that happens to be female. The hunts
are organized and usually last three to four days.

This particular hunt was for Spring Gobbler. The hunt started
in its usual way. The first day the soldiers arrive from various
areas around this great country, apprehensive and cautious
as to what is in store. The first day is always about orientation
and safety. The soldiers are introduced to the mentors and
paired up. The hunts are very structured and explained in
detail along with hunter safety and practice with the firearms.
The second day the “hunt” begins.

Ken Bach, another mentor/veteran and avid hunter, and |
were paired with a young man named Gene that served as
a Marine. One of his injuries causes balance problems so
walking on uneven terrain and looking past where you would
walk can be tricky. Gene is also an American Indian that ac-
tively lives his heritage. Gene, Ken and | discussed our hunt-
ing plan—Gene would be sitting just on the edge of a knoll
and Ken and | would be back further into the denser trees
calling Ben Franklin’s choice of our country’s national bird.

The sun would be rising soon so as a team we set foot to our
destination. It was not a long trail through the woods but at
times the terrain was steep and with the morning dew, a bit
slippery. Gene did well, side stepping an occasional branch
that could upset his balance. We spoke a bit as we walked
about what to expect and about the feelings of anticipation of
the hunt itself. Gene settled down next to a tree of his choice
facing down the ravine. We felt it was the perfect spot for a
good hunt. Ken took the furthest position away from Gene
and | sat under a sleeping oak between the two men. In the
far distance we heard a Tom calling out to his girls. Ken and
| both answered with our favorite box calls. The morning sun

crested the sky and we were hunting! A closer Tom became
interested and was coming into our area. His calls became
louder and more determined. Our calls answered the Tom’s
and we felt Gene was going to have a turkey encounter for
sure. Gene had his back to me and continued to face down
the ravine but the Tom had now come around us and was
approaching behind where Gene was facing. How the ravine
was formed and where Gene was sitting it sounded like the
turkey was coming up the ravine to Gene. However, from
where Ken and | were sitting we could physically see Frank-
lin’s bird! He was dancing his way right behind Gene. His tail
feathers spread in a perfect fan and his beard was bouncing
off the ground. All | was thinking is Gene turn your head!!!
There was no way to get his attention.

The bird climbed the hill with his girls just ahead of him. His
calls of romance sounded in the morning air. He danced and
entertained for better than twenty minutes. The bird passed
in front of me; | could have hit it with a long stick. What a
beautiful creature. He had no idea of what surrounded him
and off he traveled to chase his female flock another day.
His sounds dissipated into the air. What an experience to
watch nature as it was intended. By this time Gene could tell
the sounds are coming from the far distance. We regrouped
and had a great laugh. | sat where Gene sat in order to get
the full picture of what had transpired. His eye level was just
below the land level behind him. No wonder he could not see
or properly hear the bird. We sat him just shy of the perfect
shot! A hunting lesson well-learned and the hunt continues
for another day.

Gene and the others returned to base and the soldiers’ sto-
ries were told. Each had excitement in their voices and a
spark in their eyes as they recounted their new adventures.
Lunch was consumed over laughter and ribbing of the one
that got away. It is truly a precious gift to be able to witness
our boys, now men, returning to a way of life they fought so
hard for with new friendships and in a county that truly ap-
preciates their service and sacrifice. We all continue to heal,
hunt and laugh another day.
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ho would have thought that
going to get a haircut would

lead to a life-changing event? It started
about five years ago when | was asked
if ’'d be willing to take a wounded sol-
dier turkey hunting in the spring. The
person cutting hair was one of the co-
founders of Hunts for Healing, an or-
ganization that is devoted to helping
wounded veterans of recent wars to put
aside some of their worries for a few
days to enjoy outdoor events, such as
hunting and fishing. To date they have
held many successful outings for tur-
key, early muzzleloader, archery, flint
lock for deer and pheasant hunts, as
well as predator hunts and fishing trips.
This year they held the first veteran
5-day family event at Camp Lackawa-
nna. It was a huge success according
to the four families that attended.

Let me get back to that first hunt that |
took part in. Three of us were teamed
up with a Special Forces Major that had

by Ken Bach, Mentor and Veteran

lost a leg in Iran. The first morning of
the hunt we also had a news team from
a local television station along. The tur-
keys didn’t read the script and failed to
show; however, on the second morning
after changing locations we were suc-
cessful in calling in two long beards and
Keas made a good shot on his first tur-
key. It was a great feeling to see the joy
it brought to someone who had given
so much for our country. It was only
his third day on a prosthetic leg but he
didn’t let the pain stop him from getting
around the woods. He has since re-
deployed for another tour.

| got to help on a pheasant hunt at Ring
Neck Ridge in Laceyville. The hunt was
really special because Dennis had lost
both legs in combat. They were removed
about where your pants pockets would
end so he was wheelchair bound. With
the chair in the back of an ATV he was
able to shoot pheasants that we flushed
after my dog Cody pointed them. Den-

Every Day is Memorial Day!

Pray for Qur Veterans and Country

We especially thank Cabot Oil & Gas and Ayres-Stone Post 5642
Montrose, PA for making our veterans’ voices a little louder by

making copies of this magazine available to our veterans
at home and abroad!

Not Just a Hair Cut!

nis was a real inspiration to all who met
him; not letting anything stop him from
doing the things he loved to do. As if
he hadn’t given enough of himself, he
gave his auto-loader shot gun to a fel-
low service man who was finally able
to bring himself to shoot again for the
first time in eight years. Dennis was, in
turn, given an over/under shotgun by
one of the regular mentors for Hunts for
Healing. He came back for our spring
gobbler event and was the first one to
score on a bird!

Everything is provided free to those
who participate. Volunteers from the
community and local churches help to
make this special by providing food and
preparing meals as well as interacting
with the veterans. If you wish to get
involved or donate call 570-869-1333
(Mindy). Hunts For Healing email is
info @ huntsforhealing.org.
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DMAP: A Split-Season Regulation Loophole

by Jim Stickles, AWB®

Z )uring my time as a crew leader for the Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC), several people expressed how they

were frustrated with the split-season regulation. The two typical complaints | heard were that 1) the regulation did not
allow friends and family members to harvest an antlerless deer during the first couple of days, which was the only time that
they would be present to hunt, and 2) landowners practicing quality deer management (QDM) had a difficult time meeting
their antlerless harvest objectives. Luckily, there’s a loophole, but the loophole comes with little paperwork.

Those enrolled in the deer management assistance program (DMAP) are allocated a certain number of antlerless coupons
based on the acreage of cultivated land (1 coupon/5 acres) and non-cultivated land (1 coupon/50 acres) they hunt on. DMAP
tags CAN be used during the first five days of firearms season in split-season wildlife management units. Additionally, unlike
regular antlerless tags where hunters compete with each other on a first-comef/first-serve basis, DMAP tags are a guaran-
teed tag. So if you want to guarantee yourself, a friend, or a family member an antlerless tag with no fuss, DMAP can help
you accomplish that task.

There is a common misconception that the enrolling in DMAP requires opening your land for public hunting. This is not true.
It is an option, but not a requirement. If you opt to keep your information private, your coupons will be sent to you directly,
and you can distribute however many you please to whomever you please, but each hunter can only receive two coupons.

a0

Buy Your
License

The final thing you need to know about DMAP is the application pro-
cess falls within a very narrow window. The applications are avail-
able on the PGC website starting in May, and they are usually due
by June 1st. For more information on DMAP go to: http://www.pgc.
state.pa.us and click on “DMAP” in the “Quick Clicks” menu (see
image on right). Not everybody qualifies for DMAP, but if you are
frustrated with the limitations of the split-season regulation, then it is
worth looking into. Good luck!

Report Your
Harvest
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Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area

by Donna Salko

he annual spring show is in Middle Creek, folks. The extra-

vaganza will include over 100,000 Snow Geese, with cameo
performances by Tundra Swans, lesser Snow Geese, the Ross’
Goose, Canada Goose and other assorted waterfowl. You don’t
want to miss it!

The dazzling display of down and feathers draws thousands of
visitors each year to Kleinfeltersville, PA, home of the Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission’s Middle Creek Wildlife Management
Area. Whether they come by car, truck or horse and buggy,
yearly guests congregate for the spectacular spring event. The
hustle and bustle, the honking and gaggling and the massive
fluttering noises can be compared to downtown New York City
or Boston on a busy morning commute. The Snow Geese use
the Atlantic Flyway to migrate to northern nesting grounds in the
Canadian Arctic. Mornings before 10 AM, and the evening hour
before dusk are the most active time for the geese, but sponta-
neous outbursts of flight can and do happen throughout the day.

As with the beginning of so many wildlife success stories, this TR
generous display of nature wasn’t always the case. The 1960’s -
population of Snow Geese was at an all-time low. Today in North
America Snow Geese numbers swell to over 1,000,000. At Mid-
dle Creek over 150,000 Snow Geese, 8,000 Tundra Swans and
10,000 Canada Geese have been documented. These numbers
become problematic for the PGC and U.S. Fish and Wildlife as
Snow Geese can decimate their own wintering ground and
nesting sites if their numbers are not kept in check. Controlled
hunting by permit is allowed at Middle Creek and increased bag
limits with season extensions have allowed hunters to trim ex-
cessive Snow Geese numbers. Conservation biologists monitor
population flux and habitat degradation in an effort to keep an
acceptable balance at Middle Creek.

The 6,200-acre central PA wildlife management area was
established in 1973. The 400-acre lake is an important stag-
ing ground for all types of waterfowl but particularly the Snow
Geese. Snow Geese start arriving in very early spring. By the
second week of February — weather dependent — there could
be 40,000 geese. Numbers climb as the migration season ad-
vances. Over 250 bird species have been recorded at this site.
Audubon’s IBA designation certifies the importance of the area.
Approximately 280,000 visitors from 49 states and 21 countries
will travel through Middle Creek to witness the spectacle of mi-
gration. Self-guided driving tours begin March 1st and there are
20 miles of walking trails throughout.

Snow Geese will linger at Middle Creek until a good wind from
the south pushes them farther north. The lake will quiet down
considerably with the exit of the snows but there is still a resident
population of ducks and geese who remain at Middle Creek year
around. Spring at Middle Creek is a paradise for Snow Geese,
Tundra Swans and ducks with an occasional Ggreat Blue Heron
or Osprey. Many of the songbirds will also be migrating at that
time, notably the Red Winged Blackbird, Blue Bird, warblers and
sparrows. It is a great time to visit. Hunters, birders, tourists and
wildlife enthusiasts all walk away from this thunderous introduc-
tion to spring enriched by their experience at Middle Creek.
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