. |
The| el off dhe 97 BIOST WIDELY 3D |
| ! . I |

|

TIE.‘E‘AHE. GAZI

Display Until April 25 |
MARCH/APRIL 1998 $3 95

_ L SN



James C. Kroll

| have a confession to make. Until this year, [ had never harvested a
‘ trophy buck from a high fenced area. To be frank, it is not because
I have something against high fences, rather it just never worked

out that way.
| have harvested countless management and so-called “cull”

bucks behind fences as part of trophy management Programs

around the country, but never a trophy.

Recently, new regulations and legislation proposed by the Texas Parks &
wildlife Department and other state agencies have produced a minor con-
troversy about the ethical and biological soundness of fencing deer. Qur
studies indicate there is no reason for concern at the biological level.
However, the most vocal critics do, T feel, have legitimate concerns.
Unfortunately, however, many of the critics reduce the arguments to a tich

guy Versus poor guy level.
We conducted a detailed study a few years back about why landowners build high fences in the first
place. The number one reason was “self defense.”

(continued on page 27 )
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Intensive Trophy Management Comes To Ontario

[continued from page 24)

Even the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department
admitted they surrounded the Kerr Wildlife Area
with a high fence to protect the herd from abuses
perpetrated by their neighbors. Nothing is more
exasperating than to put all the effort into protect-
ing young bucks, then have them cross a property
line and end up in the back of a neighbors truck!

The northeastern U.S. is not known for qual-
ity bucks - eastern Canada enjoys even less of the
limelight. In the late 1970s 1 hunted Anticosti
Island in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. The Island com-
prises several million acres and was stocked with a
handful of deer at the turn of the century.

For a briel period, Anticosti gained fame as
the only place in the northeast where a hunter
could legally harvest two bucks in a season and
afforded a legitimate opportunity at a trophy-class
buck. Unfortunately, however, Canadian policy
and greedy operators led to a deterioration in qual-
ity for the herd. You still can harvest two bucks,
but true trophies are rare.

[ have hunted Canada’s provinces [or almost
20 years, beginning with Anticosti and New
Brunswick and later moving to western Canada
(Alberta). Tn the process, | have had some great

hunting experiences in the frigid climate of the
Great North Woods; and [ also have had some
notable disappointments, particularly in the east.
In the 1996 season, | spent a week at a frightening
-25F on a tripod, finally rattling in and harvesting
a nice mature buck. My outfitter was Alberta
Wilderness Guide Service, with guide Dave Bzawy.
[ have hunted with Dave for a decade now and
together we have harvested some pretly good
bucks.

1 had pretty well written off eastern Canada.
Why? As 1 noted above, hunting pressure in the
east is horrendous and there are few quality bucks
for the taking. Hunting methods are not exactly
what T would call ethical by my standards. They
either hunt from vehicles or, in the case of Ontario,
use dogs. So, you can see why there was some
trepidation when my friend Lee Taylor asked me if
I would like to go on a hunt in Ontario. The name
of the operation is Canadian Whitetails and it is
operated as a consortium by Jeff Wolle, Ed Bishop
and some other experienced Ontario whitetailers.
They are high-fencing property in central Ontario,
right in the middle of the North Woods and sur-
rounded by heavy hunting pressure. Since, 1) 1
had never had the opportunity to hunt with Lee;

2) we would be videotaping [or a [uture Texas
Trophy Hunters television program; and, 3) 1
wanted to see [irst hand what was going on with
intensive trophy management there, I decided to
go. Besides, that would be a good prelude to one
of my western Canadian hunts.

I was picked up a the Torento Airport by one
of the members of the consortium. Tt was 11:30
p.m. and , in typical Canadian fashion, it was cold
and snowing. We headed north. At 2:30 am.,
blinding snow and fatigue lorced us to find a
motel. By morning the snow had stopped, the
roads had been plowed and we continued our trip.
Lee had arrived a day earlier and 1 hoped we
would have a nice buck to photograph by the time
1 arrived. After all, this was an intensively man-
aged, fenced operation. On arriving, I learned Lee
had not as yel seen a buck!

It seems the deer failed to recognize they
were high-fenced! [ should have known better
from my many experiences trying to remove deer
from fenced properties.

Long ago, | learned the Canadians and north-
ern U.S. hunters have an advantage on us south-
erners - the snow. Heavy snow makes for easy

(continued on next page)
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Intensive Tropby Management Comes To Ontario

(continued from previous page)

tracking. This permits patterning of deer which
traditionally are quite migratory (as opposed (o
our race of whiterails). They tend to shift from one
feeding area Lo another without any obvious cue. |
also have seen this somewhat with southern deer,
but it is not as easily detectable. Northern deer also
tend to behave much differently in cold than our
subspecies, While Texas deer tend to become less
active with cold weather, northern races tend to
increase theiractivity at these severe temperatures.
Southern deer “know” things will eventually get
better, so they tend to hold up until they do.
Northe]l‘n deer, on the other hand, “reason” things
are ot going to get any better until spring, so they
have to make the best of the situation. In addition,
they have to keep moving to find food and gener-
ate body heat.

So, if it was cold and there was plenty of
snow, | logically reasoned it would be a piece of
cake to harvest a buck. Unfortunately, however, I
also have pointed out on numerous occasions
moon phase greatly influences the amount of day-
time activity. Greater nocturnal activity occurs on
the full moon; the time Lee and T were in Ontario.
So, things would be working against us.

1 met up with Lee at the lodge, overlooking a
beautiful North Woods lake filled with small-
mouth bass, pike and catfish. Jeff is a former
restaurant owner and a pretty good cook. We each
had our own room and the spacious lodge provid-
ed the kind of North Woods atmosphere you

James Kroll photo

Lee Taylor with his 22" double drop Canadian Whitetail 164 B&C.

expect for that region. The food was excellent.
Because of the full moon and pre-rut timing,
the bucks just were not moving. Search as we

183+
Taken by
Ranch Foreman

Irion County, Mertzon,
13000 Acres of Wildlife Manager

* Year -
+ 4 Day Fully Guided Hunts - With Meals an
«1 to 1.3 Buck to Doe Ratio - 1 Deer per 20 Ac.
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» Now Booking 1997 and 1998 seasons.
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round Nutritional Feeding Program
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ax to: 7312 Luther Ct. N. Richland Hills, Texas 76180 Fax 8
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would, we could not find an active trail, despite
the deep snow. Clearly, the bucks were bedded up
in their sanctuaries preparing for the rut. We
found one such sanctuary on a little island in a
deep swamp. The large amount of pellets and
recently used beds indicated we had found the
place where one or more big bucks were hiding.
The trick was to figure out how to get to them. The
ice was not fully frozen in the swamp and it made
for some really treacherous stalking. Try as we
may, we just could not make headway with these
bucks. We decided to take another approach.
One of the techniques we used was what 1
call a “silent drive.” One to three individuals slip
into an area and walk slowly and quietly with the
wind into an area where a bedded buck is sus-
pected. The hunter sits up along a travel corridor
to ambush the escaping buck. Good plan, but it
didn't work! On one occasion, we saw a buck slip-
ping through the spruce drainages. You know T am
a firm believer that whitetails - no matter where
they live - are streamside animals. Doe groups tend
to be associated with drainages; moving outward

(continued on page 30)
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[continued from page 28)

to forage on upland vegetation duting spring and
early summer, then retreating to the streamside
areas in drier times, Bucks use drainages as travel
corridors to move [rom one doe group to the next.
They also tend to funnel through saddles, which
are topographic features connecting one drainage
to another,

Shortly alter noon, we located an area along
the ridge 1 knew had to be a perfect afternoon
bedding spot for a big buck. It had a southern
exposure and provided easy escape on approach.
We eased into position with the wind in our favor.
I whispered: “This is just about the most perfect
buck bedding spot T have seen.” No sooner had the
words invaded the freezing Canadian air, a mon-
ster buck jumped up from below us and ran along
the saddle.

The buck had been no more than 20 yards
away when we jumped him. Weaving through the
dense poplar, the buck did not present much of a
target and was pulting distance between us. T fol-
lowed his path through the scope of my 7mm Rem.
Mag, Jarrett, hoping [or an opening. Out of the cor-
ner of my left eye, [ could see a small clearing the
buck would have to cross. I kept the crosshairs on

I wanted to see
first hand what
was going on with
intensive trophy
management
in Ontario.

his chest, hoping he would not change his escape
route. He made it to the clearing.

There always is something frightening about
the roar of a high-powered rifle in the North
Woods. 1 guess it’s the snow and the thick silence.
But, the blast from the Jarrett seemed to erupt like
a “smart bomb” on an Iraqi bunker! The 145 grain
Nosler ballistic tip caught the buck right in the
heart. Although mortally wounded, the 300+
pound animal seemed to take the entire force of
the bullet in stride. He stumbled a bit, then ran

inta the thick forest. Silence reigned.

About 50 yards [rom the clearing lay my
buck, a massive eight point main frame monster.
Although 1 have harvested many Canadian bucks
in my career, [ never cease Lo be amazed at the
enormity of these animals. They look like a year-
ling steer laying there in the snow.

The buck measured in a whopping 164-5/8
inches Boone and Crockett; not bad for an eight-
pointer, With long beams and great mass, the buck
will make a [ine addition to my trophy room.

Now it was time to hunt with my buddy Lee
Taylor, 'm pretty particular about my hunting
partners, and | must say 1 was impressed with his
skill and abilities. He not only is a good hunter,
but also a pretty [air rifleman,

Once we [igured out what the bucks were
doing, we quickly organized a plan of attack. My
buck had been bedded up on a ridge slope over-
looking a drainage. It made sense other bucks
would be doing the same thing. One of these
ridges overlooked a particularly nasty swamp typ-
ical of the North Woods.

It made sense to us a buck would not bed
down in one of these swamps, but would keep one
near for escape. So, we organized a plan in which
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two men would slip with the wind up over the

back side of a ridge and hopefully push a buck
downhill toward the swamp. Lee and I would be
in ambush along the travel corridor leading into
the swamp.

The plan worked like a charm. Through my
binoculars, 1 could see a huge deer suddenly dart

aleng the ridge some 75 to 100 feet above us. As
planned. he worked his way down the slope

it e THALS whia Thises A 0t g0 ST ATTTOTHEY 1.0 nerobms rressnemsimpersssspnrsmsmmnskhossnnnmeatas August 7-9
as planned. The buck used the topography like a HOUSTON 1ovvniiiiieiie e ee e eeaes August 14-16
master! He slipped into a shallew drainage, com- Fort Worth oo August 21-23

pletely out of our sight. Lee moved quickly toward

this area. If he emerged in sight, he would disap-

pear quickly into the thick swamp. Suddenly, there =
he was! Trotting through the dense understory of ATTENTION South Texas Hunting CalllpS
the swamp’s edge. [ could not see how Lee ever .

shredding co.

would get a shot. Lee once again adjusted his posi-
tion and shouldered his rifle.

At first, I thought the shot had missed. After Shredding around campsites and old or new senderos
all, that was a low probability shot if | ever saw
1 eI ongon Suge R Shred today so you can see those BIG bucks this season!

before he made it to the swamp. Finding a vantage
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point, we waited. But, no buck appeared. Below, PO Box 4875
we could see Jeff working his way along the Corpus Christi, Texas 78469 |
swamp’s edge. “Here he is,” Jeff yelled. The trophy . , i

Call Tommy Hallick for appt. 512-394-5187 mobile 512-813-0599

|

|

|

had simply run out of steam and lay across a
spruce log. What an incredible sight. He had mas-

sive, palmated antlers with unique droptines, The YOU C AN GO ON A RAM

last H measurement was a whopping seven inches!
The buck scored in at about the same mid-160s
range as my buck. After a great deal of frustration,

A= HUNT FOR ONLY $150!
I, B 0 §3/ . This includes 1 1/2 days of hunting and 2
2r WM &5 nights lodging. We have a 98% success rate
Jeff and Ed are managing their property for 3 and 20% of rams takep make the record
high quality experiences as well as trophy bucks. book. References available on request. Hunts
As far as I'm concerned, it’s not the fence, it the conducted year around. God bless you.
quality of the hunt. Over the next few years, we

will have to sort out our feelings and concerns THOMPSON TEMPLE ' S TEXAS Wl LDLIFE
about intensive management of whitetails. Believe (830) 367-5069 P.O. Box 498 Ingram, X 78025

me, I do not have the answers to many questions

we both had scored on monster bucks. It was an
incredible hunt and one I'll long remember.

in my own mind. Clearly someone needs to for-
mulate the “rules” for modern deer hunting. It’s far L IA B I L ITY I N S U R A N C E .
more complicated, however, than the rich guys vs.
the poor! In the meantime, 1 plan on savoring my Bartlett, Baggett and Shands Agency e
; understands your special insurance needs. We
have liability insurance programs designed \
specifically for you !
Affordable Pricing ¢ Varied Coverage OptionEF T
"A" Rated Carriers » No Obligation Quotations __ .
Contact us today!
Toll Free (800) 324.8452  Fax (409) 632-1125_4_

oW, A

Ben Bartlett SRRy

Bartlett, Baggett & Shands Insurance Agency
P.0. Box 9 ¢ Lufkin, TX 75901

days in the Great North Woods with my pals Lee
and Dave; two men I'm proud to call hunting

buddies. l“'
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Editor's Note: Ed Bishop and Jeff Wolfe oper-
ate three hunting ranches across Canada. To hunt
trophy whitetail, elk, bighorn, Dall and Stone

Sheep, bison, exotics and Canadian geese in e

| |
Quebec, Ontario or Saskatchewan call them at Outfitters Hunting Clubs

i 519-875-4873 or 519 688-0653.

Art by David Bates

Merch/April 1997 The Journal of the Texas Trophy Hunters 31




