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Timing of Antier Growth

7he actual timing of antler devel-

opment is remarkably consis-
tent across the geographic range of
whitetails. The variability comes with
the timing of the rut. Depending on
its timing, dates of velvet shedding
and antler casting vary greatly. | will
begin with most variable portion of
the antler cycle: antler casting.

Casting of antlers is directly related
to the timing of the rut. In some ar-
eas, such as portions of Florida,
the rut may take place as early as
August or September, while in other
regions, such as Mississippi, it may
occur as late as February. Appar-
ently, antler casting is influenced by
the nervous system and the level of
male hormones in the blood. Once
male sex hormones (mostly testos-
terone) are depleted in the blood,
the abscission layer forms rapidly,
and antler casting occurs shortly
thereafter. | regularly see bucks with
shed antlers as early as the last
part of December in East Texas;
yet, Dr. Harry Jacobson of Missis-
sippi State University notes that his
deer cast as late as the last week of
March. | have seen antlered bucks
in Mexico as late as the middle of
April. Whatever the time of casting,
the regrowth of new antlers appears
to be somewhat consistent from
one geographic region to the next,
although individual bucks may be
exceptions.

The appearance of a noticeable ant-
ler bud usually occurs in the period
from March 15 to April 15. As noted,
antler growth initially proceeds at a

snail’s pace, then accelerates in lat-
er stages, similar to compound in-
terest. By the first part of May, antler
growth begins to show acceleration.
A noticeable bud now extends well
above the pedicel and is somewhat
enlarged and bulbous at its tip. This
bulb will give rise to the brow tines,
also called “dog catchers.” The brow
tines develop during June. It ap-
pears to me that each pair of tines is
well developed before development
of the next pair reaches comple-
tion. By the end of June, the brow
tines are well established, and the
growing beam produces a new set
of bulbs which will become the pri-
mary tines. During July, some of the
ornamentation that often occurs-at
the base of the antler begins to de-
velop. These are such traits as extra
points and bifurcation (branching)
of the brow tines.

August brings completion of brow
tine development and the estab-
lishment of a well-defined primary
tine. Antler growth really begins to
accelerate by this time. By the end
of August, the secondary tine bulbs
have formed and developed into
tines and any extra points from-the
primary tines have begun to form.
These extra points go under many
names, some of which are “kicker”
and “stickers.” It also is at this time
that the rarest of all points, the
drop tines, may begin to make their
appearance.

The first week in September usu-
ally finds the antler near comple-
tion, especially in younger bucks.
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Timing of Antler Growth
continued from page 1

It appears to me that antler growth
is completed earlier in young bucks
than in more mature ones.

The velvet-shedding process also
is highly variable in timing from one
portion of the whitetail’s range to the
next. In Texas, for example, velvet
shedding occurs sometime in mid-
to late September. Therefore, early
October finds the bucks in hardened
antler. It could be a bit earlier or later
in your region, depending upon the
breeding dates. We now have come
full circle in antler development.

Taken from “A Practical Guide to
Producing and Harvesting White-
tailed Deer” by Dr. James C. Kroll

YOUNG BUCK IN VELVET

AUGUST 20

Don’t turn your back on
the problem!

And these guys ARE a problem.
You have more than likely seen
“problem bears” making their de-
buts on national and local televi-
sion recently. Bears are on the
prowl to fatten up this time of
year and with their growing num-
bers they can show up anywhere.
We've even seen them busting
into stores in Pittsburgh. Maybe
that’s why my Pirates couldn’t con-
centrate on baseball.

In most cases our black bears are
looking for an easy handout meal.
Hang bird feeders high. Clean bar-
becue grills and put them away if
you don’t use them year round.
If you keep your garbage can
outside, consider pouring some
straight ammonia in the can. The
super strong odor is offensive to
sensitive noses and a great disin-
fectant as well.
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The Devastating Effects of
a Major Weather Event

? n May of 2002 we purchased an
adjoining property. | remember
how great | felt when taking my first
walk through the 13-acre wood-
lot that’s on this property. This was
my first woodland purchase, so |
picked up a book on Woodlot man-
agement, and learned about timber
value and creating wildlife habitat in
the woods. We heat our home with
wood so | learned what trees to har-
vest. This thinned the lesser-value
trees that were competing with
mass-producing trees and opened
up the canopy letting light to the
forest floor. The woods came alive
with new blackberry brambles, tree
seedlings and wildlife. | took it a step
further and enrolled the property in
a wildlife habitat program through
the USDA/NRCS. This made it pos-
sible for me to remove all lesser-
value trees that were competing
with the hickory, cherry and service
berry trees and plant some more
desirable trees and shrubs. We en-
joyed taking walks on a trail that |
had cleared around the perimeter

OTD=ZWS

of the woodlot and | also planted
a food plot seed mix on part of it. |
had the woods just about the way
| thought it should look but had no
control over what happened next.

On July 26th around 5:20 pm, | re-
ceived a call from my wife telling
me that we had some trees on the
ground after a high wind storm. | re-
turned home to find that our drive-
way was blocked by many downed
trees.

The National Weather Service con-
firmed that an EF1 tornado passed
through the neighboring field and
straight line winds tore a large path
through our and the neighboring
woods. We spent the next few days
cleaning up the immediate area
around our house with the help of
friends and family. | finally brought
myself to take the walk through the
entire woods and found that about
eight acres of our trees are now
lying on the ground. A lot of the
trees were uprooted with the root
balls leaving large craters. We have

* The most powerful Tornadoes occur in the United States.
* A typical tornado only lasts for a few minutes.

 Every tornado has its own color, sound and shape.

* You need to step on the pedal of a car past 70 miles per hour to outrun the fastest tornadoes.

* The chances that a tornado is an F5, the highest classification for a tornado on the F-scale, is less than 0.1%
e Tornadoes have been reported in every state in the US and also in every season.

* A Tornado can occur at any time, but most often between 3pm and 9pm.
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minor damage as compared to
some of the neighboring properties.
Our woods will never look the same
again. Honestly | was a little upset
at first but now see this as a posi-
tive wildlife habitat improvement.
This produced tons of future browse
for the deer and a lot of species of
wildlife will benefit from the cover
and renewed life on the forest floor.
The sunlight can now reach some
areas of the forest floor that were
previously shaded and will promote
regeneration. My future plans are to
have a salvage cut completed in the
woodlot, open the trails and clear
enough treetops to replant hybrid
white oak, chestnut, some spruce
trees and of course rebuild my tree
stand.

A special thanks to Jim Holbert for
invitng me on the plane to take
aerial photos of the storm damage
and to all who helped upright tree
shelters and clear trees from our
driveway.

— Matthew Sellers
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Removing the Pennsylvania Prohibition on
su “d"y Huntlng By Kathy Davis and Don Heckman

Hunters United for Sunday
Hunting (HUSH) is a registered
non-profit charitable organization
founded and funded by hunters in
order to challenge the legality of the
ban on Sunday hunting in Pennsyl-
vania. HUSH intends to overturn the
Sunday hunting ban, the last Blue
Law in Pennsylvania that restricts
an otherwise lawful recreational
activity on Sundays. Our objective
is to grant the regulatory control of
Sunday hunting to the Pennsylva-
nia Game Commission (PGC) who
supports the lifting of the ban.

Hunting is the only recreational
activity that is prohibited on Sun-
day, and in order to overturn this in
court, we must look to history and
learn why and when the prohibition
was put in place.

When William Penn established
Pennsylvania, he created a char-
ter in 1683 in which Penn asserts
“everyone shall have the right to
hunt in PA on their own land and all
lands not enclosed...( ).During the
early prohibition era, Penn returned
to Pennsylvania and he, along with
the Quakers, reasserted that hunt-
ing and fishing should remain lawful
recreational activities on Sunday.

In July 1776, our founding document
names hunting as a right under
SECT. 43. “The inhabitants of this
state shall have liberty to fowl and
hunt in seasonable times on the
lands they hold, and on all other
lands therein not enclosed; and in
like manner to fish in all boatable
waters, and others not private
property”

This was removed from the text of
the 1790 Constitution; however,
noteworthy of the PA Constitutional

Convention (of 1790) is the follow-
ing quote: “The rights of the people
under the bill of rights remained un-
changed, for these were issues on
which liberals and conservatives
agreed.” This was upheld again in
1968. So do we have the “Right to
hunt” in Pennsylvania? That will be
up to the court to decide, but we
hope so!

In 1873, the Blue Law prohibiting
hunting on Sunday passed. Nearly
2,000 “special laws” were passed
during this time.

As a result, in 1874 the Equal Pro-
tection clause was established as
Article 3 Section 32. The (Penn-
sylvania) General Assembly shall
pass no local or special law in
any case which has been or can
be provided for by general law and
specifically the General Assembly
shall not pass any local or special
law. Nor shall the General Assembly
indirectly enact any special or local
law by the partial repeal of a gen-
eral law; but laws repealing local or
special acts may be passed.

There are two theories behind the
Blue Law. One was as a religious
day of rest, which favored Sunday
sabbatarians over all other religions.
The other was so the land barons
of the day would have the game to
themselves much like it was in Eng-
land, given that working class peo-
ple worked six days a week.

In either case, it is time for the law
to fall, as neither of those reasons
are lawful as they favor one group of
people over all others. If hunting is
still indeed a “right,” then surely the
courts will rule in favor of hunters.
| can’t imagine a court upholding a
law that says “You have the right to
free speech, except on Sunday, or
you have the right to bear arms; ex-
cept on Sunday”

The courts have consistently held
that there must be valid secular rea-
sons to uphold Blue Laws. We've
seen many reasons for opposing
Sunday hunting, but we have yet to
see one that would pass muster in
a court of law.

Continued on next page
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Some of the reasons we have seen
are “Non-hunters deserve a day in
the woods without hunters and fear
of being shot.” Let’s set the record
straight. Hunting is one of the saf-
est recreational activities a person
can participate in; it's even safer
among non-hunters. You have a
higher chance of being struck by
lightning, or dying by being stung
by a bee than you do being struck
by an errant bullet. According to the
National Safety Council, hunting is
safer than hiking, golf, swimming
and cheerleading.

‘l don't want Sunday hunting on
my land — or P'll close my land to all
hunting if Sunday hunting becomes
a reality”

No one will be forced to open their
land on Sunday. In fact, the Com-
missioners have stated that “No
Sunday Hunting” signs would be
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given free of charge to their coop-
erators. No one will make anyone
hunt on Sunday.

We do realize some additional land
will be closed when Sunday hunting
becomes reality, but there will also
be millions of acres of land OPEN
on Sunday to the benefit of those
who practice their religion on Satur-
day, or to those who have to work
six days a week. This is a freedom
issue, and everyone should have
the choice to participate (or not) on
any given day of the week.

Pennsylvania recruits only 68 hunt-
ers for every one hundred it loses.
With the number of hunters in Penn-
sylvania decreasing, it is important
to keep hunting traditions alive by
allowing more time for young hunt-
ers to get out in the field. Research
shows that the best way to recruit
new hunters is to have a family

member introduce them to hunting.

The time constraints and complica-
tions brought on by modern life have
made it difficult for hunters to get
young hunters out on the field. With
an increase in single parent families
and in families with multiple working
adults, it is challenging to find time
to hunt during the work week. With
the current ban, some families are
left with just one day a week to hunt.
Lifting the ban on Sunday hunting
will offer Pennsylvania families an
opportunity of a second day to hunt
on the weekends if they wish to take
it. Hunting is one of the greatest
opportunities for families to spend
quality time together.

We hope you will join us.

http://www.huntsunday.com/

BINGHAMTON AGWAY
145 Broad Ave. e Binghamton, NY 13904

P: 607-723-7409 e F: 607-723-3853
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Statesmen AgRunner
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All Camo
Jackets &
Pants
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$180/Day
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$120/Day
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Brush Mower
$90/Day
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Fi“di“g BEﬂtI‘ice By June Sienko

Sometimes God uses ordinary people and things to perform his everyday miracles. This short article is written by my
friends June and Dave Sienko. If you ever have a chance to speak to them personally about their experience in saving

Beatrice, please do so.

unting is our ultimate family

recreational activity. Trail camer-
as are placed strategically through-
out the property to hopefully catch a
glimpse of wildlife passing through.
Adam & Jessica arrived for a visit
to give us a helping hand spraying
ferns. They too are avid hunters so
Dave and Adam set the game cam-
eras out on Sunday evening.

It has been one of the hottest sum-
mers on record. After spraying ferns
with backpack sprayers all week,
everyone needed a break. The
rains came Thursday afternoon,
which meant no more spraying. Fri-
day afternoon Dave took Jessica
and Adam to check the camera’s
to see what critters were out and
about in the heat. While viewing the

photos, Adam asked Dave if he was
accustomed to catching people on
his cameras. This particular cam-
era was way on top of the mountain
and seeing people was a rare oc-
currence, even during hunting sea-
son. The game camera displayed a
photo of a woman. Dave was very
concerned as he remembered that
while watching the Tuesday evening
news a photo of a missing wom-
an, Beatrice Phelps, was shown.
Checking the date and time, it ap-
peared that Beatrice had somehow
managed to climb to the top of the
mountain and had her picture taken
around 4:34 PM, Tuesday evening.
It was now late Friday afternoon.
No reports had been on the news
of the woman being found so a call
was placed to the State Police Bar-

racks. Thus began one of the most
important hunts of Dave’s life.

The state police verified the iden-
tity of the woman in the photo. Now
missing for four days, with no food
or drink, during one of the hottest
weeks on record, could Beatrice still
be alive? The state troopers asked
Dave to show them where the cam-
era was located. After doing a quick
sweep of the area they decided that
they would need a lot of help if we
were going to find the lost woman.
With help from the county sheriff
and local fire departments, a grid
search of the area was put in mo-
tion. There were only a few hours of
daylight left and the terrain to cover
was rough. Dave led the search

Continued on page 26
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“The proof is in the pictures”
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Looking for
Extra Cash?
Diaz Forest Products
is paying top dollar
for your
standing timber.
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570-280-47718

Weekday Hours:

Mon - Fri: 7am to 4:30pm
Any questions feel free to
call us. We would be
happy to help.
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g afeor Ken Gall s
oI Outdoor Chore Store

® Bush Hog or Finish Mowing

® Backhoe Service

o Drainage, Water, Electrical & Septic Lines For All Your Qutdoor Chores
® Stump Removal / Post Holes Experienced & Insured
e Grading / Gravel Driveways References Available
o Decorative Stone Chips & Bark Mulch Emergency Service Available
o Wildlife Food Plots i \
o Fertilizing & Liming ' 570-553-4347

o Topsoil / Lawn Seeding, e-mail: kengalljr@epix.net

Josh Ely - Prop

570-278-4555
Grow Avenue * Montrose, PA 18801

Visit one of our 11 Branch
Locations or call TOLL FREE
BBB.B6B.3858

PeoplesNatBank.com
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SPORTFISHING ON LAKE ONTARIO

GOOD TIMES SPORTFISHING
215 Graham Hollow Road
Hallstead, PA 18822
gdxsportfishing@hotmail.com
607-768-9121




Elk cou “trv Submitted by Donna Salko

bt fell...

Welcome to crisp mornings, crim-
son leaves against the azure blue
sky and the sound of bugling elk
piercing through the serenely quite
countryside.

You don’t have to be in a Rocky
Mountain state to enjoy this wilder-
ness feast — north central Pennsyl-
vania will do just fine. Set your ve-
hicle’s GPS to Route 555 through
Benezette, PA. It is the site of the
Elk Country Visitor Center, a pre-
mier elk watching area situated on
245 acres in the Elk State Forest.
There you will be thrilled to watch
a resident herd of elk on the visitor
center grounds. Traveling north a
short 3%z miles, you may spot an-
other herd on Winslow Hill Road
where the PGC maintains an elk
viewing area with up close and per-
sonal viewing. There you will find off
road parking, a pavilion, and porta-
ble toilets. Hicks Run Viewing Area
runs along route 555 12 miles east
of Benezette. Elk can commonly be
seen in the early morning and late
afternoon hours. Other viewing ar-
eas are listed in the PGC brochure
“Watching Wildlife in Elk Country,
however, just a slow ride through
this country may turn up elk grazing
near the roads, on farm pasture and
even on resident lawns. It is a sight
that will not soon be forgotten!

September and October are the key
months for viewing elk (with any-
time between fall and early spring
also exceptable). Fall is elk mat-
ing season and bull elk leave their
bachelor groups to join the ranks of
the cows and calves hoping to com-
mand a harem. Sparing and bugling
are commonplace and tourists from
all over the world congregate to ob-
serve these fall rituals. It is estimat-
ed that nearly 100,000 visitors will

be on hand during these months.

Pennsylvania is home to an esti-
mated 800 elk, the largest herd in
the northeast United States. Many
organizations partnered in restor-
ing elk to this part of PA. The Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation, the
NWTF, Safari Club International,
sportsmen associations and clubs
and dedicated volunteers, as well
as several governmental organiza-
tions were instrumental in initiating
this grass roots project. Today, the
Keystone Elk Country Alliance, the
DCNR and the PGC share the re-
sponsibilities. Staff and volunteers
work tirelessly for the conservation
of elk, critical habitat and range. Re-
search is ongoing and funded with
foundation dollars, donations and
grants.

Elk are stunning animals. My trip to
Elk State Forest was incredibly more
than | ever could have imagined.
Eagerly last October | packed up all
my camera gear, tripods, binoculars
and multiple layers of clothing, hop-
ing | would see an elk or two. | saw
hundreds! Arriving around noon, |
did not expect much, yet by 12:30
PM | had taken a slew of photos of
the bull elk who presented himself
against a beautiful background of
pine trees. | spent hours between
the Visitors Center and Hicks Run
Viewing Area intoxicated by the bu-
gling. | watched joyously as the rag-
horn bull tried his luck at seducing
any female and was awed by the
commanding stature of the mature
herd bull. My first time experience
in Elk Country was breathtakingly
spectacular. It is a 4-hour trip from
here to Benezette, so an over-
night stay in the surrounding area
is advised. Those who venture into
Elk Country can not possibly be
disappointed!

DONNA SALKO AT THE ELK COUNTRY
VISITOR CENTER
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The MﬂlEStIC B“Il Elk By June Sienko

If you have never experienced the wondrous majesty of a bull Elk or heard
one bugle, you are missing out on one of nature’s gifts. Pennsylvania is
home to a small but vivacious heard of elk. Appropriately named, Elk
county, is one of the places you can go to see these magnificent animals.
If you travel to Winslow Hill, in September, the chances of seeing a mighty
bull and his harem are pretty good. The game commission has a viewing
platform that overlooks acres of reclaimed strip mines that the elk inhabit
regularly. The fields there are planted with a mixture of grasses that elk
like to graze on. There is also an elk visitor's center where the history of
Pennsylvania’s elk herd is shared along with other articles of interest for
the elk enthusiast. There are many places to stay in and around the county

MISSOULA, Mont.—A trophy bull can turn
up almost anywhere in elk country but op-
portunities to take one are rare. When a
monster steps out, a hunter often has no
time to count antler points, much less com-
pute scores. But not always. Sometimes
there’s ample chance to really focus and
size up an elk in your search for the bull of
a lifetime.

Will you know a world-class
trophy if you see one?

“All elk hunters are fascinated by antlers,
but not everyone recognizes what it takes
to grow trophies. Big headgear is a product
of genetics, age and nutrition provided by
great habitat,” said David Allen, president
and CEO of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foun-
dation. “Learning to field judge antlers will
help you understand even more about the
elk you're looking at, whether it's one for the
record books—or one to let walk away and
grow up.”

COUNTING POINTS—Most mature bull elk
are 6x6s. An elk’s first antlers are usually
spikes. In good habitat, a bull may have a
5-point rack as a 2-1/2-year-old and then
a small six-point rack as a 3-1/2-year-old.

and most offer maps of the elk viewing areas.

TIPS FOR FIELD JUDGING ELK

Its best antlers, however, usually come at
age 9-1/2 to 12-1/2, so remember that not
every 6x6 is a trophy. Instantly identifying a
six-point bull is not difficult. The fourth point,
sometimes called the dagger point, is nor-
mally the longest point and most distinctive
feature of an elk rack. If the main beam goes
straight back from the dagger you're almost
certainly looking at a five-point antler. If
there’s another point rising upward behind
the dagger, perhaps making a horizontal “Y;’
then you're looking at a six-point antler.

A perfect, typical trophy rack has a com-
bination of long points, long beams, good
mass and a wide spread. However, some of
these criteria are more important than oth-
ers. Let’s look at each.

BEAM LENGTH—Most great elk have long
main beams. In the all-time records book,
the average beam length of the top 10 typi-
cal heads is over 58 inches. However, the
average beam length of the bottom 10 is
55-1/2 inches—not much difference. If a bull
appears able to “scratch his rear-end with
his antlers,” it likely has the frame to be a
trophy. No need to spend much more time
considering beam length.

INSIDE SPREAD—Boone and Crockett re-

cords show a wide variation on spreads of
trophy elk. Interestingly, the narrowest head
in the book outscores the widest, which
should be enough to tell you that spread
isn’t everything. The top 10 typical entries
range from 38-1/4 to 53 inches of inside
spread for an average of 46-1/4 inches. The
bottom 10 range from 38 to 49-1/2 inches
for an average of 42-1/2 inches. Again, not
a significant difference. In the field, simply
look for a spread that stretches well out-
side the ears. This should indicate a spread
somewhere in the low to mid-40s, and that’s
really all you need be concerned about.

MASS—Most really big elk have heavy
antlers that carry good mass through the
length of the main beam. However, mass
is very hard to judge. It's unusual to have a
lot of time to look at a big bull and mass is
not where you should spend most of it. Just
remember that very few elk considered “big”
in the more visible characteristics have thin
antlers. When hunting, quickly look for ant-
lers that are visibly as large or larger in cir-
cumference than the ear bases, which are
about 9 inches around. More importantly,
the antlers should maintain that thickness to
at least the fifth point.

TINE LENGTH—If you have time to study

Continued on page 20
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ﬁ McCarey Construction

Custom work at affordable prices
Insured * Free Estimates

Kip McCarey
(570) 278-4355
Fax (570) 278-9632

Montrose PA 18801-9217
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RESIDENTIAL
CONSTRUCTION
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Merriam Turkeys
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our Specialty!
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Local PA references
available
upon request!

- \
(CoCHECTON My §
SINCE 1956

——— = -

oy —

Cochecton Mills now offers:

* Hunting Supplies

* Hunting Boots by “Muck”

* Hardware/Plumbing/Electrical Supplies

* Farm Supplies, Inc. Animal Health Products
*Dog and Cat Food * Bird Seeds & Suet
* As well as our well known feeds,
seeds & grains
Stop by and visit our expanded farm

merchandise store today!

Phones: (570) 224-4144 or (845) 932-8282
Cochecton, NY 12726

ALUMINUM & FIBERGLASS BOATS ALL TYPES
TRUCK CAPS & ACCESSORIES ENGINES REPAIRED
SNOW PLOWS & SPREADERS

ALLEN COY Phone
RR3 BOX 142, MONTROSE, PA 18801 570-967-2109
email: scmarine@epix.net 1-800-453-3820

= MINOR AUTO REFAIRS
DL CHANGFS AND FILTERS
= BRAMES

= BEHOCHKES
= AND FULL TIRE SCERVIGCE CARE

WON. - FRI, 8AM-5PN
SAT TILL NOON
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Propane

HO Mart Convenience Stores
242 Church S t.2 Montrose

519 State Route 492, New Milford
1503 E. Main St., éusque hanna

Felix-Hinds Garden Center
1685 State Route 706, Montrose

Hinds Oil and
Felix-Hinds Propane :
60 Post St., Montrose IMPLEMENT INC.

745 Harry L. Dr. Johnson City NY 13790
(607) 729-6161
www.goodrichdmplement.com

Slenko Forest Products & Tralnlng
Custom Land Management
Get what YOU want from your property:
= Improved natural wildlife habitat

* Food plot establishment, cultivation & fertilization

* An eventual return on your investment
(healthier wildlife population +/ timber stand improvement)

Contact: Dave Sienko
Phone/Fax 570-879-6509

Email: golog@epix.net

Sienko Forest Products is and award winning company
with 30+ years experience

TR PR S —
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F YOU'BE THNKING
ABOUT YOUR FEE,
YOU BON'T
HAVE A SHOT.

i
Stay i tha bord and pet the Wimate comlord
i EE ARy B (b8 enpna Maex faat
withent @ wecend Thought

_ ' ment
1554 Snake Hill Road — Thompsont A Phone: 370-736-264 1
Mon - FriBam to 5 pm Sat 8 am to noon

Cring Farm quip

Rt. 267
Choconut, Pa.

GULF GaAs X LARGE GROCERY DEPT.
FrRESH DELI MEATS X% WESTERN BEEF

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Dennis Carey - 570-553-2192

Dave Tyler
of Mon-
trose, PA,
harvested
this mas-
sive bull on
September
15th near
Salmon,
Idaho, near
the Frank
Church
River of
No Return
Wilderness. .
He used a : : : -
weather by 300 mag and was huntmg W|th the B|ghorn Outfitter.

ONEY BUILDERS L
C

i'. k- ‘N\O

681 McCollum Road
Montrose, PA 18801

Office phone & fax number:
570-278-8655
Cell: 607-237-2102

Email: moonevybuilders@amail.com
Website: www.mooneybuilders.com
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Of equal or Inﬂsur value

PNP-1-CH
(NOT AVAILABLE IH LENOX.)
L ]

w2 to Qrilar

Whole Pizza.............. s7.99
Toppings............ ea.51.00

Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms,
Peppers & Black Olives

$1.49

Large Slices.......ca

Endless Mountains Beanery
Coffee Fresh Hot Coffee
Always On For You!

278-1801

Montrose

Tunkhannock  Route 29 B836-6227
Great Bend Exit 230, I-81 879-4667
Tunkhannock  Route & 836-1584
New Milford Exit 233, 1-81 465-7304
Lake Winola Route 307 3r8-2107
Nicholson Route 11 942-6900

Routes 29 & SR 118 477-2054

Pikes Creek

U

-' rgﬂl’fﬁ
GCET 7

”_

FREE

ae

Of equal or lesser value

PNP-2-CHR
...—--_—-—-“——

Dehc:ous ... Fresh Every Day!!

Yll24, PIZZH8 & YANDVNEHZS

Homwe

of the Effd/@gg
Cinnamountain

Roll g’ 49

Baked Fresh Daily In Store
~ SEATING AVAILABLE ~
Berks Jumbo Hot Dogs
OPEN 24 HOURS
CLEAN RESTROOMS

Complimentary copies of the
Wildlife Management News

provided by.

Visit us at Any of these Locations or
www.pumpnpantry.com

for store locations, store menus, employment
applications and much more!
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ATTORNEY AT LAW

- | T3 = |-== 60 PUBLIC AVENUE
| W l_ 0= P.O. BOX 126
| 1 R MONTROSE, PA 18801-0126
F—‘ obé r]‘J'ﬁn]]: ter} f!sql & |[ HALLSTEAD 570-879-4115
o os 1 Modghe L. 'a 8 MONTROSE 570-278-4026 570-278-4425
!1 homas R M'.-EH er | |

| FAX 570-278-4662
Brianna M Stro pe tfq‘

As avid sportsmen and wildlife managers, we understand your questions and concerns about
natural gas leases and pipeline proposals...Please give our office a call if we can be of service.
Thank You

FLYNN'S STONE CASTLE

WHERE RTS 706, 267 AND GOOD FRIENDS MEET - LAWTON, PA
BREAKFAST & LUNCH SPECIALS
M-F6:00 AM -9:00 PM
SAT & SUN 7:00 AM - 9:00 PM
934-2822

HARDWARE STORE HOURS:
MON-SAT 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM
SUN 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

PPPPP?7
PPPP0?7




Rt. 6 (PO Box 4)
Century 21 Building
Wysox, PA 18854

570-265-5839

www.miracle-ear-wysox.com
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Call'for.aEREE evaluation!

i N AW
Sometimes you don‘t get a =

chance to see what you can't
hear... A deer cautiously

walking around you on crisp

autumn leaves, or a gobbler
on the ridge talking to his lady
friends.

Get your edge back' by
enhancing your hearing. @‘

LEARN TO FLY

SCENIC FLIGHTS * FLIGHT TRAINING *AIR CHARTER

Endless Mountains Air, Inc

Seamans Airport

727 Windsock Lane
Factoryville, PA 18419
Phone: 570.945.5125
Fax: 570.945.7222

[f you want a birdseye view of your
food plots or gas activity in your area,
call Seamans for a great experience

TALL PINES FARM
Stoves and Fireplaces

Quality Hearth & Heating Products

COME & VISIT
OUR LARGE SELECTION OF

STOVES & FIREPLACES

(gas, wood, pellet & electric)
and discuss your needs
with our expert staff
in Kingsley, Pa.

Fax: 570-278-2581 RR 2 Box 157

E-mail: tallpines@epix.net Kingsley, PA
www.tallpinesfarm.com 1 8826

570-278-3071
1-800-927-6848
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10348 Hayesville Rd
Kingston, OH 45644
www.bedrockbigbucks.com

My passion is
getting hunters

their first Cuosn:: {‘r’l'e“
trophy buck. Southern Tier Outdoor
~Wendel Crosby Show in Bath NY

Oct 13-14,2012

Check us out on
Facebook

) Smitty’s Construction
Cause you

never know

Inc.
what you P

run into. All Phases of Construction

Topbp W. SMITH

Daniel R Ricci Jr Ins Agcey Inc

Dan Ricci Jr, Agent I'm your agent for that.

M?ﬂ#g;gOlfASﬁrggEé] Hav_mg me as your agent means General Contractor
Bus: 570-278-3877 having a real person there to help

you when you need it. So when 195 High SChOOl Road

accidents happen, you have

someone who can get the job MOntI'OSC, PA 18801

done right, and right away.

Like a good neighbor, 570_278_4530

State Farm is there.”

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7. Cell: 607-237-6663

State Far M) | | smittysconstruction@stny.rr.com
2

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company s

100177.1 State Farm Indemnity Company + Bloomington, IL
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Tips for Field Judging Elk continued from page 10

a bull, really look at the tines. Length of the
points is the single most important trophy
criteria. The good news is that point length is
one of the easiest things to judge because
there is a yardstick. On a big American elk,
the distance from the burr of the antler to
the tip of the nose is about 15-1/2 inches.
Let’s start at the bottom of the antlers and
work up. A curved brow tine that appears
to reach the end of the nose will be about
18 inches long. The next two points are usu-
ally shorter, but they still need to approach
the burr-to-nose yardstick. Now comes the
truth-teller, the dagger point. The dagger
point is usually the longest point, and on a
monster bull it will be half-again longer than
the burr-to-nose yardstick, or even almost
double that measurement. On a 6x6, the
last point matters a lot. It has to be strong,
at least 8 or 10 inches. This is less important
if the bull is a 7x7, but you still need some
inches in the top of the rack.

For a typical American elk, Boone and
Crockett requires a minimum of 360 points
to enter the Awards Book, and 375 points
for entry into the All-time Records Book. For
most bulls, inside spread is only 10-15 per-
cent of its score. Mass is usually less than
20 percent. Beam length is worth close to
25 percent. This math means tine length

accounts for about 40 percent of the score,
sometimes more but rarely less.

So let’s look through the spotting scope at
a really good 6x6 American elk. Get your
notebook out. The bull seems to have re-
ally long beams, almost scratching his
rump. Estimate 55 inches on each side: 110
points. Spread is fairly wide but not notice-
ably splayed out. Figure 45 inches of inside
spread: 45 points. Mass isn’t huge, but
pretty good. It starts at a normally heavy 9
inches and keeps it pretty well, maybe 30
inches of circumference on each antler: 60
points. So far, the bull is totaling 215.

Now let’s work out the points. The brow tines
curve nicely and seem to pass the tip of the
nose, about 18 inches each: 36 points. The
next two points are about 16 inches each
on both sides: 64 points. The daggers are
quite good, about half again longer than the
burr-to-nose yardstick. Let's give them 22
inches each: 44 points. The back fork is also
pretty good, about 8 inches on each side:
16 points.

Assuming both sides are equal, with no de-
ductions for lack of symmetry, and you're
looking at a bull that will score 375—a
Boone and Crockett-class typical bull!

et [TV RSTS_HELLS. COM ~—

RST manufactures PREMIUM 2 ¥* and BEST
GRADE 2” & 2"?” shotgun shells, offering the widest
range of loading available for classic older guns and

shooters seeking performance and reduced recoil.

570-553-1651 * www.RSTSHELLS.COM

About the
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

WA~ HUNTING

RMEF _J CONSERVATION

Get involved at
www.rmef.org
or 800-CALL ELK.

BUCK FORAGE OATS

TO FIND THE BUCK FORAGE
PRODUCT DEALER CLOSEST
TOYOU
CALL ME:
JIM HOLBERT

570-934-2625
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Senior students at
DCMO BOCES in Ma-
sonville, NY, spent the first three
weeks of the new school year
constructing a food plot as part
of their Conservation class. The
students started with a 3-acre
goldenrod meadow and bull-
dozed, leveled, disked and seed-
ed a 1/2-acre food plot targeting
use from white tailed deer. As
the year progresses, students
will monitor the food plot using
trail cameras to determine which
kinds of animals are using the
food plot and how use changes
from week to week through the
fall season. Students will also
build small enclosures placed
in various areas to measure the
amount of grazing on the food
plot. All of the students involved
worked very hard and finished
with a fantastic product thanks
to their dedication.

Submitted by Zach Whittaker

PROFESSIONAL TRAPPER ® | BUY USED TRAPS

2216 Booth Road Hallstead, Pa. 18822 : — X
570-278-2553 WiHSher@epiX.net Willie w1th his first step toward maklngé beaver felt hat

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 12 .

................................

Order Form For Home Deliver
Send to: Jim Holbert « 1201 California Road * Montrose, PA 18801

Your Name:
Address:

Phone:

Please send $10.00 for lifetime membership to Wildlife Management News.



Annuadls, Perennials &

Kip Adams, Director of
Education and Outreach

Food plots are incredibly popular
across the whitetail's range, but
their proper preparation, planting
and maintenance can get confusing
very quickly. Even a discussion of
commonly-planted species can leave
food plotters scratching their heads.
This Kip’s Korner will clearly explain
the main groups of food plot species
and describe how they can be used
in a food plot program.

Annuals are food plot species that
complete their life cycle in a single
year. They tend to germinate and
grow very quickly, and they can pro-
vide several tons of forage per acre
for numerous wildlife species. Popu-
lar annuals for whitetails include corn,
soybeans, peas, brassicas, wheat,
oats and some clovers such as crim-
son and arrowleaf. They provide
high-quality forage, some provide
cover, and depending on species,
they can provide food for nearly every
month of the year. For example, win-
ter wheat and annual clovers planted
in late summer and fall are some of
the first species to green-up in the
spring. This early food is crucial for
does in the final stage of gestation,
for bucks with developing antlers,
and especially important for all deer
following a hard winter. Soybeans
and peas can feed deer all summer,
corn and clover can feed them during
fall, and then corn and brassicas can
provide food all winter. High-quality
year-round forage is possible, and
using a diversity of annuals can pay
huge dividends to the deer herd and
your hunting opportunities.

Perennials on the other hand are
food plot species that can live for sev-
eral years. They germinate and grow
slower than annuals because they
spend more time initially develop-
ing their root system. However, once
established, they’ll provide forage
for whitetails for a few to numerous
years depending on the species. For
example, red clover is listed as a bi-
ennial but often lasts for at least three
years. White clover on the other hand
is longer lived and can last for 5-7
years or more with proper mainte-
nance. Popular perennials for white-
tails include red clover, white clover,
ladino clover, alfalfa, and chicory.
Clovers are arguably the most com-
monly planted species for deer, and
for good reason. Clovers are high in
protein, highly digestible, highly pre-
ferred by deer, and there are variet-
ies available that will grow in nearly
every corner of the whitetail’'s range.
Perennials are highly attractive, can
provide forage from spring to fall, and
should be a component of nearly all
food plot programs.

Some food plots will contain a mix of
annual and perennial species. The
most common reasons for this strat-
egy are to use the faster growing an-
nual species as a “nurse” crop for the
slower establishing perennials, or to
extend the length of time the plot is
providing forage for whitetails. Two
popular mixes include using a cereal
grain such as oats, wheat or rye as
a nurse crop in a clover or clover/
chicory planting. The cereal grain es-
tablishes quickly and provides forage
for deer while the slower establishing
clover and/or chicory develop their
root systems. This is a great use of
an annual to protect the perennials
and also to minimize the amount of
time the plot is unproductive for deer.
Another example is to mix clover and
brassicas. The brassicas protect the

developing clover, but more impor-
tantly they can provide forage for
months after the clover goes dormant
in the fall.

Row crops are not different types of
plants, rather they are species that
are literally planted in rows, and the
most popular row crops for deer are
corn and soybeans (both annuals).
These two species are planted in late
spring after soil temperatures reach
55° for corn and 62° for soybeans,
and they can provide tons of forage
per acre for whitetails. Soybeans can
feed deer all summer and into fall
until the leaves and pods are fully
consumed. Very, very few species
are more preferred by whitetails than
soybeans. Corn can provide food
and cover during summer, fall and
into winter until all the ears are con-
sumed. Corn is high in energy, highly
preferred by deer, and can be a great
draw during deer season.

A food plot program should be de-
signed to provide food for as close
to year-round as possible. You ac-
complish this by planting some cool-
season perennials such as clover
and alfalfa, some cool-season annu-
als like oats or brassicas, and some
warm-season annuals like corn and
soybeans. None of these species can
do it by themselves, but when used
in combination with each other, the
results can be outstanding. For infor-
mation on row crops and other food
plot species, visit wwvw.QDMA.com.

Kip’s Korner is written by Kip Adams, a
Certified Wildlife Biologist and Director of
Education and Outreach for the Quality
Deer Management Association (QDMA).
The QDMA is an international nonprofit
wildlife conservation organization dedi-
cated to ensuring the future of whitetailed
deer, wildlife habitat and our hunting
heritage. The QDMA can be reached at
1-800-209-DEER or www.QDMA.com.
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620 HUNTER HIGHWAY TUNKHANNOCK; PA 18657 570-836-6227
T ) -

(L-R) MISSY SICKLER, PAUL TITUS, AND
STEPHANY SCHULTZ

THE ONLY PUMP-N-PANTRY WITH AN AIRPORT IN THE BACKYARD.

— Youth Field Day —

On September 22nd, at the Har-
ford Fair Grounds, the Susque-

hanna County Federation of Sports-
men hosted a special event for area
youths. They were given the chance
to spend the day learning and ap-
plying skills such as canoeing, trap-
ping, muzzle loading, archery, rifle
and shot gun shooting. Perhaps
the most significant part of the day,
pointed out to me by director Joe
Morrison, was that the entire day
included these youngsters being
with their parents or grandparents.
“How often do kids have the chance
to spend quality time outdoors free
from cell phones and computers?”
Joe commented. Coordinator Cierra
Greenwood made a special point to
thank all of the organizations, clubs,
and Cabot Oil for making this very
special day possible. Lunch was
provided by the very generous gift
from Schneider's market. The day
wrapped up with the Susquehanna
Branch of Quality Whitetail Deer
Management raffling off a .22 rifle
which was won by Mike Wentz of
Nicholson, PA.

BILL DESROSIERS AND BRITTANY
THOMAS EXPLAIN THE SAFETY
MESSAGE ON CABOT OIL SIGNS.
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"The Future of Outdoor Programming is NOWI™

buckforagetv.com

Win a Free food plot from Buck Forage!
Just text the word foodplot to 22828

@ Free Outdoor Programming 24 7

$ No Subscription needed
@ Well Known Personalities

@ Free informational videos from the top
deer expert Dr. James C.Kroll

@ Free entertaining hunting videos

@ More big names joining all the time

"Serving the community in
QOutdoor Equipment
Sales & Service for over 20 years™

RR 7 Box 7188
Rt. 706 "on the lake™
Montrose, PA 18801

570-278-0098 « FAX 570-278-2589

Hunting Plots with Buckforage
Dr. Deer Channnel - Keith Warren -
AMS Bowfishing - All in Outdoors -
Mac & Prowler - Team Catfish - Patriot Channel
www.buckforagetv.com

Roger Gelatt 570-633-2248

EXCAVATING

Montrose,Pa
Driveways * Land Clearing * Ponds
Foundations * Logging

Montrose Auto Parts
623 GROW AVENUE
MONTROSE, PA 18801

Roger Doolittle

Ron Hollister 570-278-1137

ngmmmmm'

4,0 K
EQUIPMENT RENTALS

a division of Mike’s Heavy Equipment & Trailer Sales, Inc.
PO Bax 553, 76 Guoaw Avensic, Wowtrsse, P4 15501

(570) 278 - 5000

Wickael L. Sheruda
Fax: (570) 278-5555

President

at Irish Hill

Located in the Endless Mountains
of Susquehanna County, PA

Ernest W. Hausmann, Proprietor

1061 Flynn Road « P.O. Box 100 « Friendsville, PA 18818
570-934-2336

www.hhhsc.net ewhausmann@frontier.com
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Establishing Thick Cover to Enhance Your
Pl'o pe rtv by Doug Little, NWTF Regional Biologist

?f your property only includes

mature woods and food plots, it’s
time to get nasty. Nasty thick cover,
that is.

As forest stands mature, shade
from large trees chokes out shrubs
and other plants that offer secure
habitat for nesting wild turkey hens,
deer and other wildlife. Tree cano-
pies can be like an umbrella pre-
venting sunlight from reaching the
forest floor during the growing sea-
son. This shading typically causes
the ground cover to be reduced or
eliminated through the natural pro-
cess called forest succession.

Secure cover is just as important to
wildlife as food. Humans don’t enjoy
walking through it, but nasty thick
cover is guaranteed to make the
wildlife on your property feel right at
home.

To establish thick nesting/security
cover, identify 3-5-acre areas on
your property dominated by trees
that are 4-8 inches in diameter.
These small diameter trees are not
merchantable yet and aren’t thick
enough to provide cover because of
the full canopy shading out the for-

est floor. Using chainsaws, you can
create nasty thick cover by cutting
almost all of the trees in the 3-5-
acre area.

Here is how you can create nasty
thick cover on your land in a few
simple steps:

© Schedule work on your prop-
erty between September and
March to avoid nesting season.
In northern regions, scheduling
your work during this time will
allow deer to forage on the tree-
tops after you cut the trees.

@ Target flatter areas of your prop-
erty with little-to-no slope to limit
erosion potential.

© Plan to establish patches of nas-
ty thick cover close to brood hab-
itat to limit the distance poults
travel to find insects after hatch-
ing. Deer also will use the new
cover areas, so consider deer
travel patterns to take them from
the cover to food plots.

O Select trees you want to leave
standing such as apple trees
and other select mast producers.
Mark “leave” trees with paint or

flagging to avoid cutting them or
dropping other trees on them.

©® Survey the area for invasive
plant species prior to cutting.
Control invasive species using
herbicides, chainsaws, etc., be-
fore you create the clearing to
avoid having invasives take over
once the area is exposed to total
sunlight. It is important to iden-
tify the type of invasive species,
and research the proper control
methods before doing this work.

After you have cleared a 3-5-acre
area, the rest is up to natural regen-
eration. Keep an eye out for invasive
species after you create your clear-
ing. It may take a couple years be-
fore the area is dominated by thick,
woody vegetation, but the treetops
left over from the clearing work will
provide quality nesting cover for
turkeys, grouse and plenty of other
wildlife.

The downed treetops from your cut-
ting work will provide turkey nest-
ing cover in early April when some
hens begin laying eggs. At least 50
percent of the ground cover should
be exposed to allow woody vegeta-
tion to regenerate.

You may be tempted to remove the
trees and tops that you cut down to
make it look nice but remember: the
nastier the better!

Once the clear-cut is created, plan
on getting back into the area within
five years to evaluate how many
trees are starting to shade out the
shrub cover. Forest succession can
happen fast. It will be easier to re-
move trees as they appear rather
than waiting for the area to be com-
pletely shaded out with trees again.
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Finding Beatrice continued from page 6

party up the mountain. A medevac
helicopter was brought in to aid in
the search. The Red Cross set up
a station to provide food and water

party up the mountain. A medevac
helicopter was brought in to aid in
the search. The Red Cross set up
a station to provide food and water
for the rescue teams. After hours of
searching and finding some wild-
life, including a bear, but no sign of
Beatrice, the search was called off
for the night. It did not look good for
Beatrice.

Saturday morning three state police
arrived at the house with a cadav-
er dog from Hershey. Again Dave
would lead the search up the moun-
tain, but after five days of extreme
heat, did not look forward to what

www.DeckersBows.com
Exit 201 Off 1-81
Dalton, PA 18414
(570) 563-2499

Mon. Closed, Tue. 5:00pm - 10:00pm, Wed-Fri 2:00pm - 10:00pm

Sat. 10:00 am - 5:00 pm, Sun. noon - 5:00 pm

he might find. He and the troopers
and dog spread out. After searching
for a half hour or so Dave thought
he heard something. Was it a dog
he wondered? He couldn’t be cer-
tain until he heard the noise again.
It was very faint and distant but he
was sure it was a human voice. He
yelled to the troopers and when Of-
ficer Oliver reached Dave he was in
disbelief when he too heard the faint
voice calling out. Trooper Strauss
reached Dave’s position and the
three of them started running to-
ward the sound, yelling for her to
keep calling out. Trooper Oliver
reached the woman first and ques-
tioned her on her condition. Bea-
trice was alive! She had slipped and
fell down under fallen tree branches
that had her pinned and she could
not move. From there rescue efforts

WL

BRING IN THIS AD
"8 FOR A FREE ROUND
¥ IN OUR INDOOR
p 3-D RANGE

to get Beatrice down the mountain
ensued. The main problem was to
find a way to safely get the injured
woman down the mountainside.
Dave phoned a friend, Scott, and
asked if he would drive our tractor
with a wagon attached to transport
the ambulance crew and equipment
up the mountain trail. Beatrice was
in good spirits and everyone was
ecstatic to find her alive and well.
She was taken to the hospital via
ambulance. She had suffered from
dehydration and some minor bumps
and bruises, but overall, after what
she had just experienced, was okay.

It took the efforts of many people
and truly was a miracle that events
unfolded as they did and that a sin-
gle photo on a trail camera led to
finding Beatrice.

i
-"l.l- i [
00 VEARS .

Buck
Fornge

Products




cu lEb'S BEﬂI‘ by Randy Reynolds

t sometimes take years to fulfill
a promise made, as did mine
made to my nephew Caleb. He was

five years old when [ first took him
with me on a spring turkey hunt.

It was a wonderful morning as the
woods woke up. | had a chance to
teach him how to use his ears as
his eyes, and patience. The morn-
ing was unsuccessful as many
hunts are but | told him someday we
would go on a big game hunt.

Now 18, he had his choice of
searched hunts. He chose Spring
Black Bear hunt in Northern
Quebec.

It was difficult planning just what
week to go because we wanted to
hunt the rut, and with a high school
schedule filled with make-up days
from flooding and snow it added
some pressure.

Luckily the outfitter we chose wasn’t
booked full and we got what he felt
would be the week of the rut, based
on their weather and posted years.

-

RANDY (LEFT) CONGRATULATES HIS NEPHEW CALEB.

When we got there we found a great
camp and super nice weather and
the bugs (thank God for therma
cells).

I’'m sure Caleb didn’t know what to
expect as we headed out that first
afternoon to our seperate bait sites.
Later that night he said when that
first bear came out he got so ex-
cited he couldn’t stop shaking and
didn’t get the shot off he wanted.
As the hunt went on he got anoth-
er chance and made a great shot
with his bow. He harvested a 230Ib
sow that turned out to be 20 years
old and infertile, as she had never
had a litter of cubs (a good one to
remove).

Our crew was 3 for 5 — all had shots
but me. We are planning the same
trip next spring.

Fulfilling my promise to Caleb was
very important to me, well worth the
planning, travel, and expense even
though | didn’t see a bear. We all
had a fantastic time!
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A few of Jerry
Rusek’'s friends
show up to enjoy
newly planted
Buck Forage
ocuts, clover and
chicovry...
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Fishing Trip to Lake Ontario

always think of the rocks in my head when Dave
Sienko organizes a fishing trip to Lake Ontario and
we agree to meet at McDonald’s in Great Bend at 2:30
am. It's a three hour drive to Pulaski from home and
Captain George Haskins wants us to be on board the
“Good Times” at 5:30 am. George does his scouting
of the lake and does his utmost to make a fishing trip
successful.

Five of us adult children — Dave Sienko, Bill Pencek,
Adam Uncapher, Bob Hobbes and | — enjoyed the con-
versation and early morning car ride to head north and
fish for King salmon.

Adam caught the first King before the sun had a chance
to fully rise. The sun rising on Lake Ontario, by the way,
is always an example of God’s use of color in His glori-
ous artwork!

| wish | could keep track of how much time we spent
catching fish vs. how much time we spent laughing.
Without a doubt, laughing on Lake Ontario with these
guys is a therapeutic blessing; however, we did catch
a lot of fish as well. The total number of salmon we
caught was twelve and the estimated weight of our
catch was well over 200 Ibs.

BOB MUNGER AND HIS WIFE VIRGINIA ARE FROM THE
HONESDALE AREA, AND ARE THE RECIPIENTS OF THE
2012 QDMA’S GOOD TIMES SPORTFISHING CERTIFICATE.
BOB AND HIS WIFE CAUGHT THEIR LIMIT OF KING
SALMON. CONGRATULATIONS, BOB AND VIRGINIA!

When we arrived back at the dock, we were greeted
by a team of folks who wanted to collect data from our
catch. They took scale samples and determined how
many salmon were hatchery-raised and how many
were native. | was very surprised to find that over 60%
of the salmon were native. All of our salmon were very
fat and healthy. The condition of our catch was also
enabling the fish biologist to determine if the salmon
had the food source to sustain their numbers. It was
obvious they did. The number of Fingerlings to be in-
troduced into the Ontario Fishery was also determined
by the condition of the salmon and the ratio of stocked
vs. native fish.

Data collected on available food source, habitat, and
population is imperative to any successful wildlife man-
agement program. As you can see, the people manag-
ing Lake Ontario seem to be doing a great job!




Co-operative Feed Dedler’'s Trade Show

Morgan Butler, co-owner of Buck Forage Products, made the 20*-hour trek to the Veterans Memorial
Arena in Binghamton, NY, to be part of the Co-operative Feed Dealer’s (CFD) trade show. Hauling our huge barn
board display, a 40-inch television, a year’s supply of literature and Dr. Kroll's deer management DVDs in a pickup
truck and utility trailer, Morgan made good on his commitment to make CFD’s show successful.

The trade show is always a success but only through the exhaustive efforts of the whole CFD crew. It's always
great to speak to folks from all over the country who are other parts of the vendor and displayer force or CFD
customers who are looking for bargains to pass on to their clientele.

Several friends who attended the trade show, including Ray Reeves and family, made the comment to me that
they never realized what a huge selection of products were available to his sporting goods store (Lock N’ Load of
Owego, NY) through CFD and at the best prices he had ever seen. Food plot products, Muck Boots, trail cameras,
deer nutrients and attractants, camouflage clothing, blinds, traps, and more, were all available to fill his store’s
shelves for the busy autumn market.

If you are part of a retail store and qualify to be a Co-operative Feed Dealer customer, you may be interested in
contacting CFD at 800-333-0895 or let me know and | can steer you to a representative in your area. And remem-
ber, this newsletter is available on CFD’s website, www.co-opfeed.com.
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Pattern Deer Like a Biologist

By Jim Stickles, Associate Wildlife Biologist ®

?’m going to share with you one
of the most valuable tools you
can add to your hunting arsenal this
year, and it's FREE! Biggamelogic.
com (BGL) is best described as a
mapping program, hunting journal,
data organizer, and social network
all rolled into one package. Though
it sounds complex, the website is
actually pretty “user friendly” BGL
basically gives hunters the same
tools that biologists use to create
basic home range maps and sort
through data to discover important
patterns. As a hunter with a strong
background in biology, | recognize
that such tools are EXTREMELY
valuable for hunters!

For example, if you want to pattern
a specific buck, you can use BGL
to record all of your observations
of that animal (trail camera photos,
personal sightings, etc.) and the
website will produce a basic home
range map.

Great! Now you know the different
portions of the property the deer
uses. So how do you put yourself
in position for a shot? Using BGLs

— a)

Big Game Logic uses “heat mapping” to transform trail camera and

searching tools and some basic
knowledge of deer behavior, you
can get a better idea of where to lo-
cate your stand.

With the exception of the rut,
bucks are generally bedded down
throughout the middle of the day.
If you know where a buck is bed-
ded during the day, you can sneak
into position in the early afternoon
while he is bedded, and hopefully
intercept him on his way to a food
source in the evening. Assuming
that mid-day observations occur
within or nearby bedding areas, you
can use the BGL searching tool to
filter through all of the observations
of the buck and map just the mid-
afternoon observations so you can
get a better idea of where his bed-
ding area is located. After mapping
the likely bedding area, you can use
a similar search to map the deer’s
evening feeding area.

Once feeding and bedding areas
are known, you can plan for the
wind and select a stand location in a
travel corridor between his bedding
area and food source. Pretty cool,

deer called “Trophy 10.”

field observation data into a basic home range map. The colors

white and red indicate “hot spots” of activity.

huh? | think so!

BGL also just recently released
a low cost App for smart phones
which uses the GPS component
of your phone so you can add data
to your BGL map directly from the
field! So for $4.99, you can basically
turn your smart phone into a GPS
unit and mark stand locations, deer
sign, food sources, sightings, etc.!
This is not only a “MUST HAVE!”
app for sportsmen, but it is also use-
ful for a wide range of outdoor en-
thusiasts and wildlife professionals.
In the upcoming months, | will be
working with BGLs web designers
to help fine-tune the website and
further illustrate the many uses of
the app and website. BGL is prob-
ably the most useful thing to hit the
outdoor community since the trail
camera, so check it out and add it to
your hunting arsenal this year!

[=] == [w]
.

Big Game Logic’s searching tools sorts through data allowing users to better
pattern deer. Here | searched for all locations from 10AM-2PM for a notable
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=g = This year was a particularly
CItIZEI‘l bad year for Epizootic Hem-

science: orrhagic Disease (EHD) in

white-tailed deer. EHD is one

EpiZOOtiC of the most significant diseas-

— es that affect deer on a yearly
H_emorrhuglc basis. Outbreaks of EHD can
Dlseu se be very localized and very se-

vere. More importantly, EHD
(EHD) is typically a late summer dis- & (e L s
By Jim Stickles, gase. Usyally, by thga ti'me it Research deer found dead along a stream as the result
. T . o is recogrﬂzed as a S|gn|f|cant of a Iocallzgd EHD outbreak. A live deer with EHD was
Associate Wildlife Biologist problem, wildlife agencies f;;)iggr-later in the day and put down by the local DNR
have already allocated doe
tags, and the most they can do to prevent an overharvest is warn hunters

to be more conservative with their doe harvest. Unfortunately, there is noth-

As a biologist, I recognized

the potential for Big Game ing we can do to prevent EHD, and treating sick deer is neither practical

. nor feasible. The most wildlife managers and hunters can do to ensure an

Logic (BGL) to be used for overharvest of local herds does not occur is monitor EHD outbreaks, and

a wide range of scientific adjust doe harvests accordingly. Big Game Logic allows hunters, wildlife

biologists, and government wildlife and disease agencies to work together

uses where data could be to collect the data that we need to be more proactive rather than reactive
collected by sportsmen and in regard to deer herd management.

In an effort to track EHD in a more precise manner, | started a camp on

reported through the BGL BGL called “Citizen Science: 2012 Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD)

website in the form of GPS Tracker.” It is a public camp, and | encourage anyone who has made ob-

servations of deer killed as a result of EHD to report those observations

coordinates. The heat maps so we can all have better information as to where it has struck this year.

produced by BGL provide Please only report a deer if EHD was confirmed or highly suspected due
. to a late summer death in close proximity to water. For more information

a great visual tool for on the causes, symptoms, and management implications of EHD, please
see the links below by the Quality Deer Management Association and Dr.

communicating important
g ump Grant Woods.

information.

2012 EHD Tracker map with recorded
observations of EHD in North Georgia.

For more information on the causes, symptoms,
and management implications of EHD:

http://www.gdma.com/articles/know-the-signs-of-hd-hemorrhagic-disease
http://www.growingdeer.tv/#/death-of-a-hit-list-buck
http://www.growingdeer.tv/#/whitetail-management-ehd-hits-home
http://www.growingdeer.tv/view/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Epizootic-Hemorrhagic-Disease-Fact-Sheet.pdf

http://www.growingdeer.tv/view/2012/09/21/hunting-whitetails-how-will-ehd-affect-hunting
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