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By Dr. James C. Kroll

In Part 1 of this
series, 1 pointed out
that the field of
wildlife diseases is

relatively new. We
know so liutle
about the diseases
affecting wild
animals. As human
and

wildlife is crowded into less and less space—

populations continue to grow

opportunities  for cross-species infection
significantly increase. Also, as we learn more and
we monitor more extensively for diseases, we are
discovering a host ol “organisms™ affecting and
endangering game animals.
In this installment, 1 will try to bring you up to
date on the “new kid on the block,” chronic wasting
disease (CWD). As noted last issue where | discussed
tuberculosis (Th) in deer, the facts bear out wildlife
diseases originate from one of two sources: they either
arise by trans-species infection (one species to another)
or they exist naturally at some low level until the right
conditions oceur.
Tuberculosis developed in the wild Michigan deer
herd as a result of the mixing ol infected cattle with
deer. Recent outbreaks ol anthrax in western Texas
Saen illustrated the sporadic eruption of a disease occurring
naturally. In the case of CWD, as you will learn in this article,
it is not so clear,
I want to warn you ahead of time, this discussion may become a bit “technical”
at times, but I'll ask you to hang in there and read every word; its important to the
future of deer and deer hunting, There are a lot of rumors floating around about CWD
and the more you learn about this and other diseases, the better equipped you are to
judge fact [rom fiction, genuine concern from irrational panic.

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 70]
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HEADQUARTERS

WILD & EXOTIC GAME RANCH

* Guided Hunts / Safari Style

- packa‘gc Giun & Bow Hunts

. Lodgihg Awvailable on Ranch

e Many Exotics & Super Exotics

* Prices on Request

° Non-Troplz\}g & Meat Hunts Also
Awvailable

b DeposH’ 'Requiwed to Book

e Tanned Hides & Exotic Game
Meats Also Available

Contact:

Rowdy Watson
i 830-683-2474

Fax 830-683-2484
www.thehgranch.com

or
Byron Watson
409-423-3734

Fax 409-423-5824

5% Discount
to TTHA & NRA Members

For A Complete brochure call:

1-800-256-4465

|  PO.Box 2078
Henderson, TX 75653

www.realbark.com

Assembly required
Patents Apply
Dealer Inquiries Welcome

HUNTING SYSTEMS

Teich Properties

Office 830-460-4166
Mobile 210-218-9769

Babo Teich Owner/Agent

Your Texas Ranch For Sale
Ranches For Sale
7,000+ up to 14,300+ Ac. Val Verde Co. Rugged
W Texas hunting at it’s best. 35 water Uouohs
strategically placed for ma iximum - watering.
Excellent protein browse, deep canyons, protein
managed for 4 years, whitetail, lmkl.y hog, bird
hunting. 1/2 minerals convey $175 p/a.

3,148+ Ac. Terrell Co, Best value for your money.
ngh hills with seasonal creek bottom which
provides good S. Texas high protein brush cover. 2
water wells wielec. pump & reservoirs. Fenced X
fenced, Big Neighbors $160 p/a.

400= Ac. Uvalde Cs ﬁnnced for Trophy
Hunting 170+ B&C.

224+ Ac. Frio Co. Gentleman’s hunting ranch, 2/2
very clean mobile hm, new water well, earthen
tank, 3 sloughs, lg. Mesquite with excellent
protein browse, 5 blinds with feeders, asking
$450,000. Make an offer.

645+ Ac. Kerr Co. 1 MILE OF STRONG
CREEK, 2 spring fed lakes, breathtaking views of
the hill country, paved end of road privacy, only 20
min. to SA $3,750 p/a.

Established Hill Country business For Sale,
$200,000 = profit per year. All equipment,
real estate on major highway with retail
store, 20 years = clientele Best return on
your $$$$¥$$ $1,200,000.

www. TeichProperties.com
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CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE: WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOwW

[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 68]

What is it?

No doubt you are aware of the panic
that spread across Europe, especially the
U.K., about a decade ago when a new and
mysterious disease showed up in cattle.
Although called by various names, most
commonly “mad cow” disease, it was
given the official name Bovine Spongiform
Encephalopathy or BSE. It is one of a
group of diseases called Transmissible

TEXAS HUNTING RANCHES

Call For A Free List

' Why lease when you can own?

Spongiform Encephalopathies or TSEs.
The name is long and technical, but it
simply means a disease than can be
transmitted which turns the brain into a
“Swiss cheese” of spongy holes.

Cattle infected by the disease show a
host of symptoms, including emaciation,
staggering, drooling and erratic behavior.
Safe to say, its appearance in the U.K.
virtually destroyed the cattle industry

there. Normally big beef eaters,

- Texas Land & Ranches specializes in the
i sale of quality hunting ranches at afford-
" able prices. Call today for a free list.

" These ranches sell fast, so don’t wait!

CALL NOW! 1-866-539-5263

DAY HUNTING

gty
"-Hqii..-

.ﬁ-;;:“nz-‘"“‘lz"""h‘v"

s

e

70

i Jllllﬂmlll SABINAL - HONDO

NORTH RND SOUTH ZONES

Wh|teta|led Deer ¢ Doves ¢ Exotics ® Wild Hogs
Bobcats ® Varmits ¢ Bird Watching
Photo/ Eco Tours ¢ Parent/Youth Hunts

5 Ralsed and Enclosed Blinds ® Food Plots ¢ Feeders

/830 988-2087

The Journal of the Texas Trophy Hunters Association
wwi.ttha.com

Englishmen looked longingly toward the
vegetarian way of life. Farmers committed
suicide by the droves as their farms failed
and panic set in.

Spurred on by the media, the entire
European community closed its borders
to importation and instituted plans to
keep the disease out of their countries.
Sales of beel plummeted in Europe and
sales of alternative red meat sources such
as horse meat and venison increased.
English farmers were effectively cut off
from the world beef market. Consumer
confidence throughout Europe declined
as media coverage intensified.

Actually, this disease, or at least the
presumed causative agent, is not new to
mankind. The first known form of these
diseases appeared about 250 years ago in
sheep and was given the name scrapie. It
always is fatal and is a long, degenerating
disease, apparently spreading by moving
flocks from one farm to the next.

Scrapie first appeared in the U.S. at the
end of World War II in Michigan. A flock
of sheep had been imported from England
through Canada. To date, more than
1,000 flocks have been reported with the
disease, according to the USDA. The
disease appears to concentrate within one
variety, the Suffolk breed and a host of
cross-bred animals. (This point will be
important later when I discuss possible
genetic relationships in deer) Only
Australia and New Zealand are now
considered “free” of this disease.

Sheep and cattle are not the only
victims of TSEs. Similar diseases have
been reported in mink, cats, monkeys and
man. Man seems first to have contracted a
variant of TSE in New Guinea,
called Kuru.

First reports of Kuru came in the early
1900s among aborigines known as South
Fore. These [olks inhabited the Okapa
Subdistrict of New Guinea, numbering
about 8,000. The disease peaked in the
1960s when over 1,000 South Fore died
from the disease. But, what had caused it?

These primitive peoples practiced a
unique form of cannibalism! When
someone died, the women of the group
would meticulously strip the body of all

It was
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meat and even clean out the skull cavity
for the brains. These “morsels” then were
shared with the family in a bizarre ritual.
Apparently, it served two purposes. First,
protein was scarce so it provided critical
nourishment; and second, it must have
been part of a religious ritual.

Subsequently,  additional
variants of these diseases were identified
in other portions of the world. They
include Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD)
(pronounced Kroytzfelt-Yaakabs),
Gerstmann-Straussler-Scheinker
Syndrome (GSS), Familial Insommnia (FFI)
and nvCJD a “new varianl” possibly
derived from BSE.

In 1969, Kurus apparent causative
agent was shown to be one of the most
unique disease agents currently known:
the prion (pronounced pree-on). Prions

human

are unique since they are not a bacteria,
not a virus or even a retrovirus. They seem
to be simple molecules of proteins
(assemblages of amino acids) and may be
part of a virus.

What's interesting is prions normally are
found in the brains and nervous systems
of all mammals. Their function is not
certain, but some believe them to be
important in protecting the sensitive
neural tissue from harmful agents. They
may even be involved in preventing
dementia and Alzheimers disease. This
protective system can go seriously awry
when these little molecules turn into
“rogue” proteins, which explains what
may be happening in the TSE diseases.

Rogue prions can be likened to the little
toys kids bought by the thousands a few
years back. They might look like a car
now, but a child can rearrange the pieces
to “morph” them into a doll or a train. The
number of pieces never changed, just the
way the pieces were arranged. So it is with
the bad prions. They
rearrangements ol the same 250 or so
amino acids that make them up.

There are cells in the brain called

simply are

Purkinje cells, which require healthy
prions to survive. Purkinje cells are very
important to our brains, aiding in
memory. In TSE cases, Purkinje cells are
conspicuously absent or reduced. There
may be a genetic predisposition to TSEs,

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 74]
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HUNT HOGS AT NIGHT!

Wwith The Buena Vista “Original Hoglight”

+ Lights Automatically At Night
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* Recharges Daily w/o Maintenance
Buena Vista Dist., Inc.
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San Antonio, TX 78207
(210) 225-7589
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* Replace Common Battery 3-5 Years

s Lights Area Around Your Feeder

¢ Observe Wildlife At Night
Also: 200yd Remote
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1,400 ACRES - UVALDE :
This ranch is unimproved and ready for your
personal touch. Heavy brush, two miles of big
- creek drainage and%ig neighbors make an
ideal setting Tor harvesting big bucks. A very
clean deal with lots of privacy.

~ 750 ACRES - LA SALLE COUNTY. One of the most scenic ranches we have had for sale in
- years! Over 1.5 miles of Frio River lined with giant pecan and Live Oak trees borders the ranch. 80%
"RED SANDY DIRT & 20% ridge with outstanding views for building sites. 100% first growth, thick,
river bottom brush with lots of big timber. Very secluded and surrounded by big ranches and big
deer country. A very rare combination to find.

1,230 ACRES — MAVERICK COUNTY. Excellent end of the road privacy yet convenient

access to Eagle Pass. Most all the major work involved in building a ranch has already been done

here. A 3 bedroom, 2 bath house, deer blinds, corn & protein feeders all go with this sale. Good

gru?h, long-range views, 4 stock tanks, and irrigation possibilities make this ranch a real attractive
eal.

3,265 ACRES - MAVERICK COUNTY. High fenced on three sides with a very good
established deer herd which has been carefully managed for many years. Heavy brush, good stock
tanks, and very private.

CONSIDERING SELLING YOUR RANCH?

Call today for a private market analysis of your current ranch value!
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[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 71]

since some research in mice have
documented a genetic relationship; hence,
the prevalence of scrapie in Suffolk sheep.
Some cases of CJD in humans also have

been shown to be hereditary.

How did we find it?

With such a weird and exotic disease,
how did we ever find it? Scientists always
have followed a process taught long ago
by a medical scientist named Koch
(pronounced “coke”), who came up with
a series of rules to be [ollowed when
identifying a disease: Koch’s Postulates.

Essentially, he suggested the following
questions:

Is the causative agent present in every
case of the disease?

Can the agent be cultured?

Is the agent unique to this disease
condition?

Can it be reproduced experimentally?

Can it be cultured from diseased

animals?

Koch’s Postulates served medicine for
many years, but recently we have learned
some diseases cannot be proven using
them. TSEs are such a group. They just
don’t fit Koch's Postulates. In fact, we still
are not sure prions even are the causative
agent. Some scientists think there still
may be viruses or retroviruses involved.

To further complicate the issue, recent
research indicated not only a genetic
predisposition to TSEs, but also possible
involvement of environmental pollutants.
At first discredited, now taken more and
more seriously, a British amateur scientist
(Mark Purdey) came up with a very
interesting, yet plausible, theory on how
at least BSE may have developed.

It seems the UK  mandated
applications of massive amounts of
organophosphate pesticides in cattle to
control the warble fly A concentrated
mixture of a pesticide Maneb (or
Mancozeb) was poured along the backs of

P.O. Box 2260
Weatherford, TX 76086

Triple JC Qudfitters

Trophy Whitetail
Turkey, Hogs

Fully guided hunts
45 minutes west of DEW

www. tttoutfitters.com

and Exotics

David Simpson
817-341-7152
Cell: 817-360-0828

RICK THURMAN

President

Specializing In
Executive Hunting Lodges &
Custom Ranch Homes

SOUTH ZONE BUILDERS

Serving Region Five Brush Country

BRAD GOEBEL
512-755-4062

9116 Blue Point
New Braunfels, TX 78132
PH 210-269-9000
Fax 830-624-0334

cattle to control the parasite. These
pesticides were derivatives of the nerve
gas poisons developed by the Germans [or
use in World War 1. In peacetime,
organophosphates became commonly
used after pesticides such as DDT were
made illegal in many countries.

The current thought is,
organophosphates alter  the
relationship between two important

can

minerals: copper and manganese. Prions
have a tendency to bind with manganese
(Mn) to form rogue prions. This theory is
gaining momentum. There also appears to
be a link between some cases of CJD and
lotions used to treat lice in humans.

A paper published recently by Dr. Larry
Barger of the University of Illinois
concludes: “The final chapter in the BSE
story has not been written. The author

acknowledges that some of the
information included here is
controversial... However, the role of
copper and manganese in the

development of prion diseases is gaining
increasing credibility.”

So, how did we find it? We don’t even
know what “it” is! Certainly, Koch’s
Postulates fail us in this mysterious
disease. Is it caused by several factors,
some of which are environmental? We
honestly don't know, Since scrapie has
been around for around 250 years (that
we know), that disease could not have
been caused by organophosphates.

We do, however, find a link in some of
these TSEs to local soil conditions,
notably those either deficient in copper or
high in manganese.
transmissible? Again, we really don’t
know. Is there a genetic link? There may
be in some species.

The only thing I can state here without

Is it always

doubt is we have a mysterious, deadly
disease that has been around for many
years and we are now finding it in other

Wild Hogs from Hell!
Trophy Whitetail from Heaven!

We've got it all!!
Packages include lodging, meals and guides.
(210) 473-0670
www.huntingsolutionsinc.com
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species, which brings us probably to the
most important thing on your mind—
how about deer?

Wherve did it show up in deer?

The time line on the discovery of CWD
in deer is somewhat short. Not all the facts
are in and there are many rumors and
undocumented facts. Yet, we do know
that a mysterious disease showed up in
the Colorado Department of Natural
Resources Research Facility near Fort
Collins in 1967. Sadly, it took 10 years to
identify the causative agent, a type of
spongiform encephalopathy.

How it got into the state’s facility is not
known—and may never be known. There
are rumors sheep were also maintained
there. Others say animal product feed was
the source, while still others say the
disease always had been in the wild. It was
just the bad luck of the draw. At any rate,
in spite of the presence of an obviously
virulent disease, little action was taken for
10 years.

During this time, animals from the
facility unwittingly were moved to
zoological parks in Colorado and South
Dakota. Others reportedly were used to
mitigate losses of animals due to Tb
testing. The zoos sold or gave deer to
private landowners. Animals [rom the
original herd ended up in other research
facilities of western states. A pattern of
potential transmission, just as we saw with
the Michigan scrapie sheep, emerged.
Later generation animals also were sold to
ranches in Texas, Utah, Idaho, Nebraska
and Pennsylvania. Fortunately, there have
been no signs of the disease in Texas.

The “genie was out of the bottle!” The
disease showed up in 1977 at a state deer
research [acility at Wheatland, Wyoming;
in 1979 in elk at a Colorado research
station; in [ree-ranging deer in north-
central Colorado in 1981; the first game
(elk) farm in 1996; in game farms in South
Dakota in 1997; captive elk in Nebraska
and Oklahoma in 1998; captive elk in
Montana, Colorado and Nebraska in
1999: Saskatchewan in 2000; and in a
Nebraska elk herd in 2002. Do you see a
pattern?

The last example in Nebraska is

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 78]
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DeerWeed

the summer forage deer die for

deerweedinfo@aol.com
A drought resistant forage that gives wildlife managers a summer feeding option. DeerWeed
is an exceptionally hardy and quick growing forage, a close relative of cotton and okra, with a
protein ration similar to alfalfa (16.5%). It feeds and draws deer like nothing else.

For more information or to place an order call 210.679.8382 or 956.664.1631
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Hands-on Professional Taxidermy Training
arproved for full Texas Rehabilitation Commission & Veterans Benefits
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167-6/8 Gross B&C

RO

167-7/8 Gross B&C

2nd Place Women’s Los Cazadores &
Los Cuernos Contests

We are a hunting organization specializing in hunts for experienced hunters looking for large, free
roaming whitetail bucks on large acreage in one of the best counties in the Golden Triangle of South
Texas. Every year we offer a limited number of Bronze Medal (under 135 B&C), Silver Medal (135
to 150 B&C), and Gold Medal bucks (over 150 B&C) to discerning hunters desiring excellent
accommodations, food, and camaraderie. Most other legal game is included in the price of the hunts.

“Our hunters have been past winners at Los Cazadores and annual qualifiers for Texas Big Game Awards.

Spring Turkey and Exotic Hunts are Available on a limited basis.”

100% success rate for 2001-2002 season, Now booking for 2002-2003.
We cater to large hunting parties.

For further info or references, call: David Lander, Guide & Scheduling Agent at 210-691-0966.
If no answer, call Robb Kerr, Guide & Ranch Foreman at 830-876-2832 or

Wayne Boyce, Hunter & Guide at 210-966-3415 or 966-2200.
Also available: Bill Nuernberg, Guide at 830-980-5444.

The Journal of the Texas Trophy Hunters Association 75
wwiwttha.com



5p E ﬂ Designed to alleviate the time consuming and back
PEE” breaking work involved in preparing for a good

deer hunting season.

Unit fits in the bed of truck...
Setup is quick & very simple...
Very SAFE!
Labor-Saving device
Waist high lifting of feed...
Fill the hopper...it fills the feeder...

Sit back and enjoy the outdoors while the
Speed Feed System does all the hard work!
Lifts approximately 10olbs. of

Feed per minute.

409-886-0881
www.feederfeeder.com

Toll Free 866-838-0001

Essential Gear
- For Trophy

AN

All Ses'ns Hog Tra|;'s.’.. :

are the ultimate management tool. They are
designed with a continuous trapping feature.

el alb.

Game Crank
*Easily lifts & swivels to drop kill in truck bed

*Heavy metal construction
*Fits 2" x 2" receivers

All Seasons Feeders, Inc.
8424 Hwy. 87 E. » San Antonio, TX 78263

Call Hotline: 1-800-841-1720

e o Hanger Secure, Easy To Use Website: Ea
3 g o more cutting www.allseasonsfeeders.com The Ultimate Wild Hog Attractants
“Animal’s weight *Hog Draw™ is a liquid, oil base feed addit
i j holds it Ts*ecurefy ”abody Beaw 0"" a"a’i'y_" ”obndy! ﬂfagr fsr?eb:dyjiaaugu;n aonj:aniiiiegr 136 a;ffome.

76 The Journal of the Texas Trophy Hunters Association July/August 2002

www.ttha.com



-

When you want 1t.
- 365 days a year.

ROW
“‘\i INg
S
N

The new, self-programming Kenco Tornado
Directional Game Feeder. Simply set it and forget it.

t feeder that Kenco is proud to bring you the ultimate in automated game feeders — the

self-programming Tornado. Our sophisticated software automatically adjusts
the SMART TIMER to feed at sunrise and one hour before sunset. Just set the feed
levels and let the tornado’s three directional motors take over — for good.
Smart? Very. And tough, too. Finally, a feed timer that gives you
time to hunt. The self-programming Tornado by Kenco.

Hunting aver leeders not legal in all states, check your local regulations.

A Division of Outland Spors, Inc. / 4500 Doniphan Drive ® Neosho, MO 64850/ www.outland-sports.com



B

-
1

CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE: WHAT You SuHourLp Know

[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 75]

interesting, particularly in that the elk
involved came [rom captive herds with no
history of the disease. Subsequent {ollow-
ups on the sources for these animals have
also shown no disease. Then, where did it
originate? We only recently discovered
that mule deer trapped within the fence
have the disease at a very high rate. Many
now think the elk got CWD from these
animals. That means either 1) the disease
has spread into the wild or 2) it has been
present all along as some claim.

At the time of this writing, CWD has
been reported in 14 wild white-tailed deer
in Wisconsin. How these animals—some
900 miles away—came down with CWD
is uncertain. Recent investigations suggest
homemade mineral supplements high in
manganese or food supplements made
chicken by-products be
implicated. Birds are notorious for passing
high amounts of manganese through their

from may

systems into their feces. Others suggest
the wild deer caught the disease from
fenced ranches or deer farms nearby.
Hopefully, we will soon find out.

Ok, where do we go from here?
Almost every state now has at least
temporarily closed its borders to
importation of deer, and it is my opinion
this is a good idea. The Texas Deer
Association has worked with TP&WD
and the Texas Animal Health Commission
in closing Texas’ border. Tt just makes
good sense to everyone concerned.
Arkansas  Wildlife Hugh
Durham put it best: “At least for now, we

feel it is prudent to take a wait and see

Director

position, thats why we temporarily closed
the Arkansas border to importation. That
gives us time to catch our breath and put
together a sound plan for dealing with the
situation.” Solid reasoning in my bhook!
But what about the state where the disease

Chronic wasting disease is [ar less prevalent in elk than deer. Less than one percent of
elk in the endemic area have been found to be infected. Historical infection rates in deer
herds vary from less than one percent to a range from three percent to 15 percent. The chart
below indicates specific infection rates in mule deer harvested by hunters by game
management unit. Monitoring of game management units varies between years and location.
The information presented is based on a running total of hunter-killed mule deer tested since
1996.

Unit Percentage of Infected Deer Animals Tested
7 1.0% 97
8 2.8% 352
9 14.2%%* 324
19 5.0% 418
20 5.0% 959
29 0%+ 142
87 results pending results pending
88 results pending results pending
89 results pending results pending
90 results pending results pending
91 0%+ 54
93 0%+ o8
94 0%+ 76
95 2.4% 248
96 3.5% 57
191 7.1% Al
951 3.0% 99
*Additional testing results pending
+Infected animals found in unit, but through hunter surveys
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originated?

Colorado, in spite of taking a very long
time to react to the disease, has produced
a “plan” for management. They actually
tailored three plans: Big Thompson Plan,
Red Feather-Poudre Canyon Plan and the
South Platte River Plan. Although
supposedly tailored to each situation,
each plan is the same.

In essence, these plans are aimed at
“...reducing the prevalence of chronic
wasting disease (CWD) and keep it from
spreading to disease-free areas.” The
operative phrase here folks is “reducing
the prevalence.”

The standard procedure for controlling
CWD, Th or any other disease in fenced
deer has been total eradication, not
reducing prevalence. The targeted goal in
Colorado is to reduce prevalence to less
than one percent. That means the disease
will remain out there for the remainder of
time! Is it then a “ticking time bomh?”
This was the approach tried by Michigan
for Th in wild deer and officials now are
willing to admit it will always be an issue
in wild deer. What about fenced deer?

As | reported in Part 1, the convenient
thing about fenced herds is disease can be
eradicated [from them. The horrible
situation involving Tbh in Michigan deer
has turned out to be a “win-win” for
Michigan deer breeders. After six years of
testing, the industry has been shown to be
free of this disease. Only one herd ever
contracted the disease and it was proven
they caught Tb from the wild deer.
Unfortunately, the picture is not so rosy
for the wild deer. Wild deer and cattle
continue to interact and the disease
persists at a “manageable” rate.

Both the North American Elk Breeders
(NAEBA) and the North American Deer
Farmers (NAdeFA) Associations have
taken a proactive stance on CWD, as has
the Texas Deer Association (TDA).
NAEBA worked closely with the USDA
and their
eradication plans. Numbers of cases in
farmed elk have been reduced
significantly, as a consequence.

Canadian equivalent on

The plan focuses on eradication, not
management. Likewise, Canadian [armers
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have pushed for eradication, not control
of the disease when or if it is found. The
bottom line is CWD, as with Th, is a
controllable disease in fenced situations,
Herds can be monitored, animals tracked
and actions taken to eliminate the disease.
Already, there are positive signs of a
significant turnaround. What happens in
the wild is quite another issue.

State game agencies depend heavily on
sales of licenses and fees to support their
that threatens
income raises a “red flag” for DNRs. Many
state the
Mountain CWD core area will not support
total eradication of deer and elk within
the infected regions. That would bankrupt
their agency.

operations.

Anything

biologists  within Rocky

License sales have declined in many of
the western states, especially Colorado. 1
receive dozens ol calls each month from
frightened hunters saying they will not
return to the west next season. So, there is
not a whole lot of support for eradication,
only in privately-owned herds.

How big is the problem?

It would be irresponsible to understate

the seriousness ol the CWD situation. But,
as Director Durham suggested, we must
take a reasoned and prudent approach to
the situation. We need a national, as well
as state plan (o eradicate the disease—and
that’s going to be a formidable task. Some
say wild animals always have had these
and other diseases and we are tampering
with nature to control them. One of the
best (and few) texts on the subject of
wildlife diseases was written by Dr. Gary
Wobeser  of  the

Saskatchewan. He notes:

University — of

“The reasons [or undertaking any type

of disease manipulation in wild animals
are essentially anthropomorphic, i.e.,
management is usually done to benefit
humans in some way. Since this is the
case, a hands-off approach may be entirely
appropriate where the consequences of
disease are perceived to be of little or no
consequence...This approach would be
even more appropriate if the animals were
unaffected by human activities and lived
in a pristine environment where disease
was truly a natural event.”

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 80]

LAS CRUCES RANCH

Gross: 186-1/8
Net: 182-4/8

- GUIDED HUNTS ~

Trophy Whitetail and Management Bucks.
Hogs, javalinas, coyotes, & bobcats.

Lodge accommodations in the heart of whitetail country:

the Golden Triangle of South Texas.
Food and Hospitaiity are Excellent.

Contact: Christopher Roswell

PO. Box 4787 * Eagle Pass, TX 78853

830-757-8215

Boss Fiberglass Blinds

South Tenar
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16 GA. GALVANIZE
WEATHERPROOF

EASY ADJUSTMENT FOR FEED
FLOW

S00LB, 1000LB, AND 1500LB
AVAILABLE

DESIGNED FOR ANTLER SPACE

INSULATED FIBERGLASS CONTRUCTION
FOUR SLIDING ALUMINUM FRAMED WINDOWS

3/4” PLYWOOD FLOORS
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TOWERS AVAILABLE IN 5%, 10°, AND 15°
KEYED ENTRY
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L] 9 DIFFERENT STYLES
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WINDOWS
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STEEL AVAILABLE
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1379 N. HARVEY MITCHELL PKWY.
BRYAN, TEXAS 77803
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FREE ENVIRONMENT
BUILT-IN FUNNEL
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CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE: WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW

[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 79]

Alde Leopold, the father of wildlife
management in this country, left little
doubt about his opinion on this subject in
his landmark book, “Game Management.”
“In its more advanced stages, game
management is in effect the art of
maintaining a population which is
vigorous and healthy in spite of its
density.”

Managing game for man’s benefit, as
well as the various associated species, is
the of modern game
management. Since we don't know if man

cornerstone

or nature created this situation, I for one
think it prudent to follow Leopold’s
guidance on this issue.

Can CWD, as may be the case now with
BSE, spread to other non-deer species?
The “official”
involved—agencies,
private owners and scientists—is that the
disease cannot jump species. Again, I
think it irresponsible and unethical to

position of everyone
organizations,

suggest otherwise at this time. There is no
credible scientific evidence that eating
venison from an infected animal will give
you CWD or a related TSE disease. But,
again, we must be vigilant and prudent.

We closed the borders to movement of
live deer for the immediate future. But,
what about carcasses of animals harvested
from infected regions. A fellow can shoot
a mule deer in Colorado that is emaciated
in appearance but has a fine rack and take
it home to Texas. Later, the taxidermist
can cut the skull cap off and, because no
processor will take the remains for
rendering, throw the remains into a trash
pit. The hunter decides the venison is not
all that good and it also ends up in the
trash. Could animals scavenge on the
remains? Deer are noterious [or eating
bones and antlers for the calcium and
phosphorus. Again, there is no evidence
this could lead to transmission, and the
probability is low, but we should at least
consider the possibility.

Distribution of Reported Cases of Chronic Wasting Disease

‘
SCALE 1:60,000,000

1] 300 800

800 1200 Miles

Aptll 0,202 - Fores | Resours nsiiie

The above map shows the spread of reported cases of CWD across North America.
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Media and other agendas

As 1 noted earlier, BSE caused a
veritable panic in Europe. Fear of getting
the disease from eating red meat literally
bankrupt an entire agricultural industry.
Yet, today the problem is much less than
originally thought. It appears to be on the
decline and consumer confidence is
increasing.

Scrapie, in spite of being around for
more than two centuries, has not stopped
folks from enjoying lamb. But, the power
of the media to influence public opinion
continues to be [rightening.

Outdoor writers have jumped on the
CWD issue like the proverbial “duck on a
junebug!”™ One of the most prominent
outdoor magazines published at least two
pieces stating without a doubt three
hunters had contracted and died from
CWD. How irresponsible!

As I noted in Part I, a ruthless gang of
facts has murdered many a beautiful
theory. There are no cases documented in
which humans either have contracted or
died from CWD.

There is a great debate raging among
wildlife professionals concerning private
management of game animals, especially
deer. It is a philosophical debate that will,
in my opinion, play out shortly. But, there
are some who have used disease issues to
bolster their positions against intensive
deer management.

It is interesting to note most of the
monitoring efforts for CWD have
occurred only around privately fenced
properties. The standard protocol for
investigating wildlife diseases, however,
requires a systematic search for the
disease over the entire landscape in order
Lo assess distribution.

The Facts

What I hope you have learned from this
two-part series is that wildlile, like any
other group of animals, has diseases. The
source(s) for these diseases are many and
complex. They may come, as with Tb,
from domestic livestock or, as with
anthrax, they have always been out there
waiting for an opportunity. As may be the
case with CWD, they even can develop

July/August 2002



from, or be encouraged by, a weird mix ol
environmental factors acting on natural
body processes.

There is also another important point.
There is no evidence fencing deer causes
diseases. If a disease shows up it’s because
it was there in the [irst place or contracted
through contact with other species. It
does, higher
probabilities of detecting the presence of
the disease. That also leads to easier
control or eradication.

Tuberculosis came about

however,  provide

through
livestock co-mingling with wild deer.
Chronic wasting disease was either
present in the wild or expressed itsell as
above or was created like a modern day
Frankenstein monster in a state-owned
research facility. Whatever the cause, it
does no good to fight among ourselves
over who is to blame. Unfortunately,
much of the motivation for this anti-
management mentality is a genuine
concern for the future of hunting—one
that we all share.
Ironically, though, in their zeal to
support their position with the latest
“evidence,” opponents te intensive
management may have inadvertently
“thrown the baby out with the bath
water!” The hunting public, as with the
seemed to have
panicked to the peint long-term economic

impact may destroy what we all love: deer

English consumer,

hunting.

[ learned recently that several of the
national movements to distribute venison
to the hungry are now thinking about
closing down or discontinuing their
efforts until this “blows over,” a tragic
consequence of the panic unnecessarily
generated. In my opinion, we all need to
take a deep breath and pull together.
CWD is still a relatively rare disease

condition and should be treated as such.

The Future

CWD appears to be localized at this
point, primarily in some western states.
The Wisconsin outbreak has yet to be
investigated thoroughly. It may turn out
unique environmental conditions favor
the disease. CWD is indeed a manageable
disease, provided appropriate plans are
put into place.
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In 1923, hoof-and-mouth disease broke
out in California deer. A plan was
organized and the disease was eradicated.
We can do the same with CWD. These
plans should involve solid, scientific
research into the causal agent and
underlying factors behind TSE-type
diseases. Fenced deer will be the easiest to
free from CWD, as was the case with Th.
Wild deer will be much more difficult.

In spite of the furor, CWD remains a
rare disease, which could have been
present all along. We do know that, at
least in elk, there are genetically resistant
animals. There are herds that have been
disease  without
contracting it. So, [ think there is a bright

future for dealing with this disease.

exposed to the

We have come to this point, however,
not because people intensively managed
deer. Rather, by allowing wild deer herds
to reach un-natural population levels and
un-natural age and sex structure, we have
set the stage for disease. When you
combine these facts with ever-increasing
interactions between man, his livestock
and wild animals, it seems logical to me

there will be disease challenges.

MISSOURI'S
NEWEST
TROPHY

Ij_=[|!.[|]

WE

. Prer-Hm Hunts. :

- Rut Hunts
~Management Hunts
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- Exm;llent Lotlgmg

WHITETAS

" Phone: 417-725-8195
www.hallscreek.com

E-mail: info@hallscreek.com
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Th and CWD certainly are not the last
diseases we will encounter with game
animals. There are currently over 100
reportable diseases in livestock—and only
a hand[ul in wildlife. Why would we not
expect this to change? The paradox is that
wildlife

tend to think of wild

humans, in particular
professionals,
animals as “perfect.” They never have an
accident; they never contract diseases. Yet,
my prediction many years ago about the
eventual appearance of new and old
diseases among wildlife populations are
coming true.

Whats next? Well, Johnes disease or
paratuberculosis is hiding out there
somewhere. So is pseudorapies in wild
hogs and brucellosis both in cattle and
deer. Then there are many more that have
not even been described yet. But, we will
deal with each as they appear. The
animals will do their part, and 1 firmly

believe so should we. 9

For the first time since intensive
management began in 1997, Halls Creek
offers one-on-one guided hunts for
abundant record-book-quality deer
with some of the best genetics in North
America. Discover Missouri's huge
whitetails and enjoy lodging in our
deluxe private cabins. The personal
attention, hospitality, and individualized
service makes Halls Creek one of the
best hunting values found anywhere.
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WHITETAILED DEER |
AGING PLAGUE EZELL-KEY FEEDS
SNYDER, TEXAS <4  800-299-4496

GROW DEER YOU CAN BE PROUD OF

WITH CONSISTENT DEER SUPPLEMENTS
¥

Some of the Performance
Feeds from Ezell-Key:

Newell Supreme Deer Pellet
20% Protein Level for a com-
bination of protein & energy

Matrix-Builder Deer Pellet
30% Protein Level for developing
outstanding antler growth

Magnum Deer Mineral
Mineral supplement developed
from nutritional analysis of deer’s

Beautifully handcrafted plaque displays
and explains the tooth wear patterns for -
eight age classes of deer. ... diets to enhance antler growth

WILDLIFE ENTERPRISES K. C. .Jones with .Jackson éarkér‘af;d Jaéksdn s 153 inch

buck taken on the
KERRVILLE, TEXAS (830) 257-4538 Newell Ranch near Albany, Texas
www.wildlifeenterprises.com ;

4

IS IT TIME TO OWN YOUR OWN HUNTING RANCH????
Donnie 11

te emoller,

REALTOR S 361 Acres COMANCHE €O. SHOWPLACE, Large 20 acre+ Lake offers excellent duck hunting & fishing, heavily
timbered offers good deer & turkey hunting, very nice older rock home in excellent condition. SHOWPLACE.
#02-014-9.

Perfect for the serious hunter. #00-172-.
669 Acres TOM GREEN CO. Excellent deep soil seasonal creek, water well, electricity, large Mesquite trees, heavy under brush, large deer, good turkey & quail.

Priced to sell. #00-097-1.

894 Acres CONCHO €0. Heavy Mesquite country with excellent under brush, plateau over looking live Kickapoo Creek, food plots areas along creek, CRP
income transferable, rural water, large deer country, good turkey, quail & dove hunting. #01-133-9.

1,167+ Acres MILLS €0. Very scenic rolling LiveOak & Spanish Oak hills, scenic seascnal creek, stock pond, water well, electricity, cabin, secluded, Texas Hill
Country look & loaded with deer & turkey. #01-193-5.

1,475+ Acres TOM GREEN CO0. High fenced on two sides, rolling hills with Mesquite & Cedar, large Mesquite draws two large heavy Mesquite trees with
excellent under brush, water well, stock tank, electricity, 40 Ac. food plot, potential big deer, very scenic. #01-099-1

1,985 Acres CONCHO C€O. Rolling hills, wide Mesquite flats, excellent brush, surface ponds, water wells, electricity, paved frontage, good deer, turkey, quail &
dove. #00-097-1.

1,900 Acres CALLAHAN C€0. Game fenced & managed for 6 years, Pecan Bayou river frontage, 6 stock tanks, rural water & electricity

available, very dense Mesquite country with excellent brush, a serious hunters ranch. #01-112-09.

2,300+ Acres TOM GREEN €0. Mesquite & Cedar country, food plot, 2 stock tanks, 4 water wells, seasonal creek, heavy Mesquite bottom land,

big deer, turkey, quail & dove, high fenced on two sides. #01-099-1.

3,200 acres HIGH FENCED & GAME MANAGED For years, considered-one of the best game ranches in Texas, good water, many food plots,

excellent deep soil, good buck to doe ratios, quality same as South Texas, with Central Texas location. #00-015-9.

3,600 Acres LASALLE CO0. Very isolated, water well, 3 stock tanks, heavy cover, well know ranch producing top quality whitetail deer,

more land available. Will divide! #02-061-09.

19,752 Acres TERRELL €O0. Working ranch with excellent whitetail & mule deer, quail, turkey, good water & modern

home. #02-031-13.

Brokers identify yourselves when inquiring about these properties
e-mail: key@bwoodtx.com ¢ website: www.wehavethekey.com
MORE RANCHES AVAILABLE; VIEW WEBSITE. e oot il o vy
Phone: (866) 646-5656 toll free (915) 646-5656 CENTRAL & NORTHERN

HiLL CounNTRY OF TEXAS
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NO MATTER HOW YOU LOOK AT IT.
IT'S BIG. REAL BIG.

THE NEW WARN® HD BUMPER.

Contoured to fit the Ford Super Duty, this bumper
provides a custom look with real protection.

Its one-piece weld design incorporates a tubular
grille guard, brush guards, round light ports and a
concealed winch mount.

Key Features include:

-

All steel construction and pow-
der coat paint in black or high-
gloss argent gray

450+ inches of weld

Includes 5" 100-watt stainless
steel spot lights and wiring kit

Additional light mounting holes
in top of bumper

Re-uses factory tow hooks
Accommodates diesel applica-
tions and oversize tires
Commercial duty rated and
fleet approved

Rated for the WARN M15000
winch, but has a filler plate for
no-winch application

Coming soon for Chevrolet and
Dodge applications

Find the new, Texas size WARN HD Bumper at:
Austin - B&H Custom Hitches 512-834-9262
Austin - Star Customs 512-280-2604

Baytown — Johns Trim Shop 281-422-4286
Euless — Mike's Off-Road 817-354-5999
Houston — Master Hitch 713-974-4440

Houston - Brian's Tint Shop 281-459-1917
Longview — ABC Auto Parts 903-297-5691
McAllen - Jesse's Star Muffler 956-682-9266
Midland — TMP Truck & Trailer 915-686-2500
San Antonio — Planet Pickup 210-525-8789

San Angelo - Vehicle Accessory & Supply 915-944-9428
Victoria — Custom Tinting & Auto 361-576-0739

Distributed through DSI Distributing
Schertz, TX 78154 (210) 651-2000

GO PREPARED™
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