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PERFORMANCE
IN ANY SEASON,
AT ANY DISTANCE...

Realtree Hardwoods® is so three dimensional it looks like you
can reach right through the pattern. A flawless combination

of 13 natural colors, lifelike shadows plus photo-realistic

limbs and leaves works in unison to break the human outline g
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‘DEER FACTORY’

A Year-Round Guide
To Deer Management

To get the most from a management program on your hunting land, it helps to make
out a schedule of what to do when. This seasonal calendar could maximize your
benefits and minimize your setbacks.

by Gordon Whittington

For many hunters, the most dreadful time of year is here. Last
deer season is either just a memory or will be in a few days,
and the 2001 opener seems a lifetime off. If you're among
these folks, you'd give anything for some way to shorten the
wait.

But to private-land deer managers, such boredom is a for-
eign concept. For them, the problem is getting everything
done during the off-season. There are food plots to grow, tres-
passers to outsmart, harvest records to analyze, deer to count
—a “to do” list that can be downright intimidating unless a
logical schedule is laid out on the front end.

While most of us can’t build our daily lives around man-
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aging deer, the good news is that we don’t have to. By taking
a realistic look at our time, money and other resources, we
can come up with a calendar of what needs to be done
throughout the year to give us better hunting — without leav-
ing us too tired to hunt.

No two management situations are identical, but the basics
of sound management are the same in every case. So, even if
not everything in the following calendar applies to your tract,
the principles do. You can adapt them to any scenario,
whether you're a landowner, an individual hunter or a mem-
ber of a hunting club.

WINTER

While last season is still fresh on your mind, assess the herd
you just hunted. How many deer were seen? What was the
age structure? What was the buck:doe ratio? How many deer
were shot — and how did the kill break down by age and sex?
What were body weights and antler measurements? How
many does were lactating (in milk) when shot? How many
were pregnant?

If the land was in a management program going into last
fall, you should be able to answer these questions, provided
you kept good harvest and observation records. Get those
results tallied up now. If you didn  keep such records, try to
round up whatever herd information you can get your hands
on — and make plans to collect the right data this year.

Without good records, you can’t quantify management -
progress; you don’t know where you started from or where
you are now. All you have are perceptions that the herd is
improving, getting worse or staying the same, and percep-
tions are notoriously unreliable.

You should be able to study harvest and observation
records and then paint a reasonably accurate picture of your
herd. It’s not hard. If you see a lot of deer but few are bucks,

Some habitat practices, such as prescribed burning (right),
actually can set back your management program if used at
the wrong time of year. With some other practices, such as
using unmanned cameras for herd censusing (left), picking
the best time to use them simply brings more accurate
results and move helpful information. Staff photos.
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The Barbell Effect-

Locating the Harmonic Dampars (weights)
o on either end of the riser effectively reduces torque
— i

With weight to the inside, the bar is easy to move With weight to the outside, the bat is difficult to move

2- Reduces torque

Weights added to either end of the riser increase the bow’s moment of mema.Call it the
“barbell effect.” Think of a barbell with the weights at the center of the bar. Holding the
barbell near the middle, you can readily “whip” the ends of the bar side-to-side. =
With the weights at the end, it would be much more
difficult to “whip” the bar. The same is true of

the bow’s riser. With weight (especially the brass
dampers) added on either end, it becomes

much more difficult to manipulate or torque -

the riser. Which means you'll shoot more e
919 River Road, P.O. Box 367

accurately because the bow is more forgiving.  Your purchase Sparta, Wisconsin 54656
donation programs (608) 269-2728
that feed the hungry.

www.mathewsinc.com
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chances are you have a sex-ratio prob-
lem, one caused by killing too many
bucks and/or too few does. And if
nobody ever sees a mature buck or
finds sign of one, age structure is like-
ly a problem, resulting from too high a
buck kill. (Keep in mind that possible
problems in your herd aren’t always a
sole result of your management.
Improper harvest often can be traced in
part to neighboring tracts.)

To revamp your harvest strategy,
start now — not next fall. Try to con-
vince everyone who hunts the land that
something must change in order to pro-
duce a healthier herd. If they refuse to
agree with your assessment, you need
to know that as soon as possible. In a
worst-case scenario, you might con-
clude that you have no choice but to
recruit new hunters or find yourself
other land to manage.

Right after deer season also is a great
time to bring up the idea of cooperative
management with neighbors. If you’re
dissatisfied with your herd, at least one
of your neighbors probably is dissatis-
fied with his. While the memory of a
poor season lingers, you might get
them to listen to the idea of managing
two or more adjoining tracts as one.

If all deer on your property are small
for their age, nutrition is a problem.
Should that appear to be the case, don’t
wait until spring to come up with a
solution. Start now, by determining the
potential there might be for putting in
food plots and/or providing supple-
mental feed.

As noted last month, direct feeding
can get stressed deer through winter in
better shape, so they don’t have to
catch up when spring arrives. But
whether or not you provide feed, keep
in mind that a year-round food-plot
program — the cornerstone of deer
management at  WHITETAILs
research facility, Fort Perry Plantation
— is in most cases the real key to a
healthier herd.

Do you already have food plots? Are
they working as well as you'd like? Do
you have enough acreage planted? Is
good forage out there year 'round?
Should you experiment with new for-
age plants in 2001? Now’s the time to
answer these key questions.

If you lack experience in growing
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When checking browse plants for evidence of deer use, it’s especially important
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to do so at the right time. Otherwise, seasonal variations in feeding activities can
greatly alter your survey results. Photo by Michael Skinner.

food plots, study up on practical farm-
ing techniques and the pluses and
minuses of various forage varieties.
Ask questions of local agricultural
experts, as they can help you avoid
costly mistakes. Get soil tests done
early. And if you decide you need to
purchase equipment for putting in food
plots this spring, don’t wait until plant-
ing time to try to do so.

A browse survey —a careful check of
how much native vegetation is being
eaten by deer — can be a valuable man-
agement project. Late winter is the best
time to conduct such a survey, because
once browse plants begin actively
growing again, you can’t accurately
determine how much they were eaten
the previous year.

Also, late winter can be the time for
putting in trees, shrubs and other per-
manent wildlife plantings. Check with
a local nurseryman for the best plant-
ing conditions and methods.

In many areas, late winter also is the
best time of year for prescribed (con-
trolled) burning of habitat. This
removes dead leaves, grass and other
material that chokes out new growth,
and it releases nutrients back into the
soil. However, specific environmental
conditions and all local restrictions on
burning must be taken into account
before the match is struck.

Predators are a natural part of every
ecosystem, and they seldom have a

major impact on deer herds. But if
you’ve seen unacceptably high losses
to predators — especially coyotes — win-
ter is a great time to thin their ranks
through hunting or trapping. In late
winter these efforts will have the most
effect, as this is the time when predator
numbers are at a low point for the year.
Just be sure to follow all legal regula-
tions on control measures.
SPRING

Whenever the growing season starts
in your area, be ready. Well before
planting time arrives your plans for
warm-season plots should be firm, and
you should have all materials and
equipment lined up.

Time your plantings with care, for
guessing can be costly in more ways
than one. Several years ago, a reader in
Kansas called to tell us his warm-sea-
son food plots had been a disaster. He'd
planted 200 acres of iron-and-clay
cowpeas for his deer — but not being a
farmer, and not having asked anyone’s
advice, he’d planted at least three
weeks too early. Only a few of the
seeds even sprouted; the rest rotted in
cold, wet soil, wasting a fortune in
materials and labor.

No matter how much money you
have, it’s silly to throw it away. But it’s
even worse to miss a year of progress in
your program, because lost time is the
one thing no one can buy back. Listen
to local farmers, who know when and
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how to plant —as well as when and how
not to.

If you’re using supplemental feed
and/or minerals, make sure you keep
them out there, even after green-up.
Keep track of how much is consumed
at various times of year, so you can get
a handle on seasonal use.

Spring is when most wildlife agen-
cies conduct public hearings on pro-
posed changes in hunting seasons, reg-
ulations, etc. In some cases, these
could impact your ability to manage
deer land. Attend these hearings and
thoughtfully voice your opinions — pos-
itive or negative — on proposals that
might affect your program.

Also, walk the edges of the property
to look for evidence of trespassers,
such as torn-down “Posted” signs,
strange vehicle or human tracks, unrec-
ognized stand or tree-step marks on
trees, litter, etc. Note any places where
poachers might access the land, and try
to find ways to make that access more
difficult. You don’t want to spend all
fall pursuing outlaws instead of deer.

SUMMER

This is a busy time for a manager. In
addition to checking the growth and
utilization of food plots and taking
steps to control weeds and insects in
them, you should start making detailed
herd observations.

It's best to keep year-round records
of deer sightings. However, in spring it
can be hard to tell antlerless bucks
from big does, and year-old fawns of
either sex can look a lot like young
does. By midsummer you can more
easily tell what youre looking at, as
velvet-racked bucks are in bachelor
groups and does have new fawns.

As you watch deer, write down how
many you see and what they are (sex
and estimated age). If you can identify
individual animals, make note of them.
It’s a good idea to sketch the racks of
any bucks to give you a record of
where they were seen at various times.

By now, you should have firmed up
who will be hunting the land during the
coming season, and you all should be
on the same page philosophically. If
some hunters still don’t share your
management views, take them into the
field with you. Seeing mature bucks in
a bachelor group in the summer might
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Harvesting a trophy buck is an excit-
ing occasion. But don't forget to
record vital information about the
animal’s size, age and condition. Such
data can help you spot herd trends.
Photo by Michael Skinner.

convince a skeptic not to shoot the first
immature buck he sees next fall. (This
is also an area in which photos from
infrared-triggered cameras can help, by
showing everyone the size of bucks
available.)

Schedule regular meetings and
workdays (food and drink provided).
You want to create an atmosphere in
which everyone feels they have a stake
in — and an impact on — the program’s
success. The more you all get together
and talk about common goals, the more
likely you are to get agreement and
compliance.

Remember that cool-season food
plots are a big part of a nutrition pro-
gram whether you hunt over them or
not. If you're going to plant for deer
next fall, plan ahead to have your mate-
rials and equipment ready. The best
time for fall plantings can be as early as
August in the North or as late as
October in the South. Again, ask local
experts when and how to plant.

In some areas, late summer into early
fall is when hemorrhagic disease most
often strikes. If you find dead deer near
ponds or streams, HD could be the cul-
prit. Because HD is a virus spread by
midges, little can be done to combat it.
However, finding dead deer at least lets
you know the size of the herd will be
reduced going into hunting season.
Having some idea of the number of

deer lost to disease could have an
impact on the number you should take
in the weeks ahead.

FALL

Don’t get distracted by hunting just
yet — there’s still work to do. At the top
of the list is censusing the herd.

In addition to coming up with an
estimated total deer count, you also
need to know the herds composition:
how many are antlered bucks versus
does or fawns? And as best possible,
you need to know their ages. Only by
making good pre-season estimates can
you confidently set proper harvest
goals. Otherwise, you’ll be guessing at
how many of which deer to take, and
that’s no way to manage.

Simple observation is still a valid
way to census deer. But managers now
use everything from spotlight counts
(where legal) to unmanned cameras to
helicopters. Whichever methods you
select, late summer into early fall is the
time to use them.

Before opening day, get with all of
your hunters and set specific harvest
goals for bucks and does. If in doubt,
err to the conservative side on buck
harvest and to the liberal side on doe
harvest. And as part of your effort to
minimize loss of young bucks, be sure
to remind everyone not to shoot any
button bucks (buck fawns).

Every deer harvested must be fully
documented according to: sex, age,
weight, antler dimensions, lactating/
pregnant, etc. — no exceptions! Yes, it’s
easy to get caught up in the thrill of tak-
ing a big buck and forget to weigh him,
and it’s tempting not to remove the jaw-
bone from a doe when you'’re late for
work. But you must gather good data.

Finally, have your “check station” —
the place where you take your kills to
gather and record data — fully opera-
tional before opening day. Make sure
all hunters understand the need for
good data and are well versed in the
methods for collecting it.

CONCLUSION

Still think there’s nothing to break up
the long stretch between deer seasons?
If you engage in all of the activities list-
ed above, in no time at all, next season
will be here. And then, before you
know it, you’ll be eager to start prepar-
ing for 2002! ﬁ‘”

FEBRUARY 2001



Finally, A Climbing Tree Stand’

!or BIG Game

Hunters.

e e R A el

P
T im Murphy
“" ' 4" 315 Ibs. N o £
.+« Professional Football Player e PR /Y &7
- and Avid Hunter > ;‘ e
: ‘:‘ ’ r é -';r i ’J (3
2
) g‘:& ; n!
. %

Introducing the Grand Slam Super Mag, API’s most rugged climbing treestand
ever. The Super Mag’s ultra-light, all-welded aluminum construction supports up
to 350 Ibs - so you get tough, dependable performance without the extra weight.

APT’s patented Power-Gripping Chains allow you to climb quietly and with

unparalleled ease of use. And you get all the standard features that make API
the industry leader - like a seat stabilizer strap, adjustable foot straps, ditty
bag, safety belt and much more.

Trophies don’t come easy. So make sure you have equipment that’ll
give you the best shot. API's Grand Slam Super Mag hunting’s new
heavyweight champion of the world!

For our 36 page color catalog* and video call toll-free =
at 1-800-228-4846. In Louisiana call 318-574-4903. AMERIGA'S LEADER
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WHERE.
In its first year, Advantage Timber®
was the fastest growing new camo
pattern among consumers with a
preference, according to dealers
questioned in an independent survey*.
Not only is it incredibly realistic, it is
effective. A revolutionary new print
process brings this
pattern to life with
unparalleled clarity
and detail, creating
the perfect interplay
between shadow,
light, color and form. With Timber, we
set out to design a pattern like no other.
The result is a radical improvement in
camouflage design that flawlessly
replicates the characteristics of the

surrounding habitat like no other

camouflage pattern can.

*Source; 2000 Dealer Survey by SRA.
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